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Charity Begins at Home.
B Y J E A N BLEWETT.

H a v e you noticed that people with
big family circles are apt to develop
streaks of selfishness at this season?
W i t h so many of our own to foregather with, to make ado over—and
who in turn make ado over us—to
find suitable gifts for, so many of our
own to lay claim to our love, our time,
our thought, and, last, but not least,
our substance, we are apt to forget
that a few outside our circle have
claims upon us.
W e may even grow selfish enough
to dispute these claims.
"Charity
begins at home," says Paterfamilias
blandly, as he looks over the long list
of things he intends purchasing. " O u r
own come first."
"Charity begins at home," echoes
Materfamilias.
" O u r own
come
first, -certainly."
"Charity begins at home," reiterate uncles a n d aunts, sisters and
brothers, blood relations and relationsin-law. " I t is a wise old adage, text,
what you will; let us live up to it."
A n d we do our best in this direction.
W e make "our o w n " our first, last
and, very often, only consideration.
A s if* this were not enough, we pat
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the name of the Lord our God."—Psa.
16,

1907.

ourselves on the back for
&
jing.
W e are all familiar with t "^ <v xpressions as, " I believe in g ; ^ •v ny children the best that m ' ^ 5 , / -an buy."
"Each Christmas I s p . 1 on my
family every dollar I can afford," " I
had to do without things when I was
a youngster; thank heaven, my boys
and girls don't have to deny themselves." So it goes. " M y children"
must have the best. " I spend on my
family." - O n the"families of others—
w h a t ? Nothing. T h e other man's
family is the other man's affair. " M y
girls and boys don't have to deny
themselves." So much the worse.
They'll soon take it for granted that
the earth and the fulness thereof is
theirs by right. T h e girls and boys
of to-day get too much.
" I don't know what to give my lad
for Christmas," exclaims more than
one p a r e n t ; "he seems to have everything." Of course he has. H e knows
• nothing at all about doing without
things, nothing at all about the joy of
being surprised with some longed-for
article just when he has given up all
hope of ever possessing it; nothing at
all about the wild thrill of gratitude
which lifts a boy t o the seventh
heaven.
T h e question is, Have we any right
to take the dear delight of hope and
expectancy from our children? Have
we any right to spoil their gladness
and weaken their gratitude by our
over-generosity ( I had almost said
our foolish vanity) ? There are those
of us who make of the Christmas giving a vehicle for conveying the fact
to all whom it may coneoren that we
are indulgent ,to a degree, and goodhearted past the telling. N o wonder
our children are selfish.
Selfishness
is a disease, and once it breaks out
in a family the old and young are apt
to fall ill of it together.
Charity begins at home—a good
place to begin. T h e trouble is we
keep our charity at home so closely
it gets to be a regular recluse, at ease
only by our own hearth, interested
only in our own circle.
Poor charity! sweet charity! I t is
not enough that she covers our multitude of sins; we must allow our sel-
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fishness to masquerade under her dear
name.
W e of the big family
circles
should cultivate big sympathies. I t is
the time and the season for enlarging
our borders. W h e n we have taken
in thos.e in need, real need—in need
of the necessaries of life, in need of
the kindly word and helping hand,
taken in the lonely and misunderstood,
the sick and the sorrowful, taken in
our full quota of the thing we call
Christ's poor—then we may talk
about charity beginning at h o m e ; not
only beginning, but nestling down
amog us for good and all.
God sends Christmas to make us
more human.—Sel. by S. Climenhaga.
Christ in his teachings and Paul in
his epistles have much to say about
forgiveness. It is something of vast
importance to all who would be good
and do right. Forgiveness is something to be granted. It is brave and
beautiful to say, "Forgive me, I have
done wrong." It is equally beautiful
to hear one say, " I do forgive you,
with all my heart."
Think little of yourself—not at all,
if you can help it. Think of the King
in his beauty. Think of his glorious
work. Talk with him about it. Plan
for it. . Get into the swing of it, the
largeness of it.
There is no old age to the Christian
life.
For the F.VANCEI.ICAJ. VISITOR.

Little Talks With Jesus.
Sometimes it seems my life is overcast
with clouds,
It seems that all the way is wrapped in
dreary shrouds.
When quickly all becomes as light as
lightest day—
It was a little talk with Jesus drove them
all away.
Sometimes I cannot see one single step
ahead,
I find that dangers all around my feet are
spread.
I know not what to do: I kneel and pray,
And find a little talk with Jesus drives
them all away.
He leads me out to where I see what I
should do,
And gives me grace enough to take me
safely through.
Because of this I trust him still from
day to day,
And find that little talks with Jesus drive
the clouds away.
Upland, Cat.
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EDITORIAL.
T h e Close of t h e V o l u m e .

Since we first commenced to write
A. D. 1907, time has rushed "with
busy haste along;" the sun has continued in his course, the moon and
the stars have not varied in their
journey, and time's old chariot has
brought us so quickly to the close of
the year.
With this issue volume XXI. of the
VISITOR closes.
Five years have already run their course since the removal from Abilene, Kan., to Harrisburg, Pa. We are conscious of the
rapid passing of time. How true the
words of the hymn which says
"Swift the moments fly away—
First the hour and then the day,
Next the week, the month, the year,
Steal away and disappear.
"Time is ever on the wing,
While I speak, or think, or sing;
Whether night or whether day,
Time is rolling fast away."

VISITOR.

plenteous in forbearance, and so is
disposed to. make allowance for mistakes. We appreciate this feature of
kindness in our family. As far as we
know there has been no loss of subscribers through dissatisfaction of the
ministry of the paper. On the other
hand we have received numerous expressions of appreciation of the good
that has been done through this ministry. Especially to the point on this
line is a letter recently received from
a sister who has been on the free list
for some years, but apparently had,
in a measure, become estranged from
the church. She says, "I have always enjoyed reading it, and believe
it has helped to keep me where I am
to-day. On account of trouble in the
church I tried to hunt a home elsewhere but could ' not be" satisfied.
The Lord chastened me until I was
willing to say, 'anywhere you want
me, Lord, I will go,' and that led me
right back to the Brethren and that
same sweet settled peace has been
flowing through my soul ever since."
Another testimony which we appreciate, not only for the kind words she
has for the VISITOR, but also, and if
possible, more so, for the clear ring
of her testimony for Jesus, being as
she says, on the western slope of her
life, nearing the setting of her life's
sun. She says: "I love to read its
(the VISITOR'S) pages, especially the
testimonies and the missionary pieces.
It is food to my soul and encourages
me on the way to heaven, to my
eternal home to which I am fast
hastening. I am now in my seventyseventh year—high up in years, perhaps near my home up yonder. The
sun is fast going down the hills of
time. "A Wonderful Savior is Jesus
my Lord." It. was God's love all the
way through.
When I look back, how he called
be when I was young, how he gave
me a will to forsake all, and come to
him with all my sins which were like
mountains, and he washed them all
away with his precious blood and set
me free and made me happy in a
Savior's love and kept me these fiftyfive years. Glory to his precious
name! To the glory of God I can
say I am happy on the way to-night.
I would not give what the Lord has
given me for the whole world. Jesus
is so good to me. "I'll praise my
Maker while I've breath, and hope
to praise him after death." I need
his help every day, moment by moment.

Of the past the record is made,
what has been done cannot be undone. We have confidence to believe
that the ministry of the VISITOR has,
as a whole, been helpful to the
church. That there have been no
mistakes nor failings we would not
dare to say. No one is more conscious of the fact that there have been
shortcomings than is the editor. But
we are glad to know that, as a rule,
the VISITOR family is not rash to deMany of our older readers will no
nounce; it is "slow to anger," and doubt appreciate this testimony com-
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ing from Sister Katy Cohl, of
Grater's Ford, Pa., and will not question its genuineness.
Thus are we encouraged to persevere in the work, profiting, we hope,
by the mistakes of the past, endeavoring to improve as the days go by, and
more and more extol and exalt the
Christ, in whose name alone is salvation, for there is none other, neither
is there salvation in any other name
only the name of Jesus.
We look forward with confidence
in God under whose blessing alone
the work can prosper, and also with
confidence in the VISITOR family, that
all may persevere in prayer for us
and the work. More than this, if we
could whisper a word into the ears of
elders and ministers we would ask,,
"why don't YOU send us more contributions?" The readers are questioning why you have so little to say.
May the Lord lay this on your heart
is our wish.
Another work that should interest
all the friends of the VISITOR is to

make more effort to increase the subscriptions. We have long been looking towards the two thousand mark.
Shall we get them during the coming year? With this we send Christmas and New Year greeting to all.
God M a n i f e s t i n t h e F l e s h .
CHRISTMAS!
What shall we write
about it ? What does it mean ? Much
ado is made about it on a number of
distinct lines. The business man,
from manufacturer to retailer, is affected by it. The caterer as concerns
food and drink finds it a time of special activity; and so it may be said of
many other phases of business. T h e
Christmas trade is sought after by
both Jew and Gentile, Christian and
infidel.

Bro. Stover, of the Philadelphia
Mission, tells us that to many, small
children as also children of larger
growth, men and women, it means
candy, chicken, turkey, something
good to eat. The missionaries in
South Africa have, from the first
brought the natives to look for something special on that day, giving them:
something special in the way of eating and drinking, and treating them
to a present of salt. In both cases,
Philadelphia and South Africa, the
thought is to obtain a chance to tell
them of the Christ-child, of Jesus the
Christ, the Son of God, whose power
to save they have come amongst them
to make known.
But when we look at all that is done
among the so-called Christian people
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of all lands, we cannot but say it partakes of the nature of idolatrous worship, and how far we as followers of
Christ can be associated with the prevailing customs and not come under
condemnation is a serious question.
, The events which transpired in connection with this great event are all
important, foretold centuries before
by men of God, and now fulfilled in
every particular even though • the
whole Roman world had to be set in
motion that none of the prophetic
words should fail of fulfillment.
A peculiar fascination or charm belongs to the incidents as they occurred. There is the record in Luke I,
of the advent of the forerunner which
possesses an interest peculiar to itself ; also Mary's angel vision. In
Matt. 1, is the announcement to
Joseph in a dream. In Luke 2 is the
story of the stable birth, the announcement to the shepherds of a
Savior now born who should rule
"my people Israel," by the angel, and
then the heavenly music by the host
of heaven singing "Glory to God in
the highest, on earth peace, good will
toward men, music that has echoed
and re-echoed all through the centuries as they passed,and whose charm
is felt in all lands where the message
of the love of God has gone, and
which seemingly will reach its most
glorious fulfillment when
"great
David's greater Son" shall take the
reins of government. In Matt. 2 we
have the wise men from the East inquiring where .they might find the
new-born King of the Jews, their
finding him, guided by the star, their
worshiping him, and their presenting
to him their kingly gifts, gold,
frankincense and myrrh. It also
tells of the first onslaught of Satan
to destroy the child. All these* are
ever new, and bear repeating year by
year.
The coming of a baby into a home
is always an event of interest, but the
coming of this babe possessed an interest unique in the history of the
world. The apostle Paul spoke from
conviction when he wrote "Great is
the mystery of godliness, God manifest in the flesh." This then gives to
the birth of Christ its great significance. He was "the Desire of all
nations." The God-man, the one
Mediator between God and man.
At the present time the critics are
assailing the fact of Christ's incarnation more than any other point in
the Christian faith, but to us it is a
matter of God's testimony, and faith
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does not look at the difficulties but
accepts what God says.
Let us then rejoice in the fact of
the Word being made flesh and
dwelling among us, bringing to the
world, and putting within reach of
humanity that which bridges over the
chasm between God and man. Dr.
Pentecost says: "That such a chasm
exists the whole history of the human
race testifies. Conscious as he. is of
sin, and that sin is an offence against
God, man has nevertheless never
ceased to seek after God, 'if haply he
might find him.' The bitter cry of
the human heart the world over and
the race through and all down 1 the
ages, whether among the pagan nations or the Hebrew people, has been
and still is, 'O that I knew where I
might find him; that I might come
even to his seat! I would order my
case before him, and fill my mouth
with arguments."
As children of God we therefore
may rejoice over the ever recurring
anniversary of Christ's birth and we
may do good and make others happy,
but it would seem to us that as a people whom Christ makes free we ought
not to be associated with the largely
prevalent spirit of revelry and carnal
celebration of the event indulged in
by many even who name the name
of Christ. There is not, as far as we
have learned, any authority in God's
word for the celebration of the event.
Professor Riddle tells us that the Nativity was not officially recognized in
the Christian church until the fourth
century, and it is impossible to establish the fact that Christ was born on
December 25.
We conclude therefore that the
prevalent custom
of
celebrating
Christmas is essentially carnal, partaking of the nature of the theater as
it is observed in the churches, with its
Santa Claus representations, and offensive to a holy God. He can only
be honored by a spiritual service, a
heart worship that lays at the feet of
Jesus its treasure store, and accepts
him as he whose right it is to reign.
"Whether therefore ye eat or drink
or whatsoever ye do, do all to the
glory of God."
From May 1 to December there is
a dearth of money movement this
way, bub usually December brings
somewhat of a revival which ordinarily reaches flood tide in January,
since the large majority of credits
expire with the end of the year. So
far December has hardly brought its
usual quota, but we hope the tide may
from now on rise higher. We hope

the recent financial flurry has not
crippled any of our family so as to delay their renewal. It seems to-be true
that the common people, in any walk
of life, cart only get, financially, what
the money kings are willing to deal
out in spite of what the President or
Congress may do. They can soon produce the "empty dinner pail" which
will usually bring the toilers to terms.
We would therefore ask all whose
subscriptions are past due, or are now
due, to consider the claims of the
VISITOR favorably, and pay for next
year in advance. We are ready waiting to write down your name. Don't
make us wait too long, for you know,
"hope deferred makes the heart sick."
There is before us a letter of appeal for help in distress from a sister
in Saskatchewan, Canada. She tells
of loss of crops by frost and hail, of
loss by death of three horses and four
head of cattle, and of other calamities
so that she cannot see a way through
for them this Winter, and so in her
extremity she wonders whether we
cannot come to their relief. There
are nine in the family. She would be
willing to repay when they are able,
perhaps next year. We cannot do
better than to let the VISITOR family
know about this case. If the many
would individually give a small donation, it would enable us to forward
something towards her relief.
Some time ago, in one-of our issues,
we referred to "God's Bible School"
in Cincinnati, Ohio, as being in some
trouble in which its promoters were
under accusation of having misappropriated some funds. We have recently learned that the parties involved
have come out of the trial with a
clean record, nothing of dishonesty
attaching to them whatever, more
than this that the book-keeping of the
institution was crude and unsatisfactory in its earlier years, but is now
up-to-date. We are glad to give publicity to this statement.
The price of Red Letter Combination Bibles has advanced considerably
but all who will order one or more
during December can get them at the
former price, $3.00 for one listed now
at $5.60, with thumb index, $3.50.
Order now.
The orders for Our Text Wall Calendars have been filled as rapidly as
they came in. If any who ordered
before November 30 have not received the calendars when this reaches
(Continued on page 14.)
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NEWS OF CHURCH ACTIVITY
IN THE

HONE AND FOREIGN FIELDS
Our C i t y M i s s i o n s .
Philadelphia, 3423 N. Second street, in
charge of Brother Peter Stover and Sister
Stover.
Buffalo, N. Y., Mission, 25 Hawley
street, in charge of Brother George Whisler and Sister Erne Whisler.
Chicago Mission, 5956 Peoria street. In
charge of Sister Sarah Bert, Bro. B. I,
Brubaker and Sister Nancy Shirk.
Des Moines. Iowa Mission. 737 Ninth
street.
Church. Thirteenth and University Ave. In charge of Eld. J. R. and
Sister Anna Zook.
Jabbok Orphan Home. Thomas. Okla.,
in charge of Bro. and Sister A. L. Eisenhower.
A d d r e s s e s of M i s s i o n a r i e s .

Africa.
H . P. and Grace Steigerwald, Abbie
Bert, Elizabeth Engle, Matoppo Mission,
Bulawayo, South Africa.
H. Frances Davidson, Adda Engle.
Macha Mission, Kalomo, N. W. Rhodesia,
care Dist. Commissioner, South Africa.
Harvey J. and Emma Frey, Mtshabezi
Mission; Levi and Sallie Doner, Maria
Werkman, Mapane Mission, Gwanda, Rhodesia, South Africa, care of Blanket Mine.
Jesse R. and Malinda Eyster, Moderfontein P . 0 . (Intokozo Training School), via
Zurfontein, Transvaal, South Africa.
Isaac O. and A. Alice Lehman, Box 116.
Fordsburg, Transvaal. South Africa.
India.
A. L. Mrs. A. L. and Ezra Musser, Maggie Landis, No. 90 Cantonment, Lucknow,
India.
N. H. and Mrs. N. H. Reichard, Daltonganj, Bengal, India.
D. W. and Mrs. D. W. Zook, Sripat,
Purunia, Bankura district, Bengal, India.
J, H . and Anna Sparrow,
Raghunathpur P . O.. Manbhoom district, India.
Elmina Hoffman, Kedgaon, Poona Dist.,
Ramabai Home, India.
Mrs. Fannie Fuller, Gowalia, Tank Road,
Bombay, India.
Mrs. Martha Keech, Cardington, Bedford, England.
Central

America.

Mr. and Mrs. J. G. Cassel, San Marcos,
Guatemala, C. A.
PHILADELPHIA, PA.—Dear readers, by the
time you read this our building will be
finished and also the money provided to
pay for the same. O, I do thank and praise
the Father. H e does hear and answer
prayer. I so earnestly prayed God to provide the means so I would not have to
personally solicit, as it always means expense, and he has abundantly answered
praye", and sufficient means have been
provided through his dear children.
I thank all the dear saints through Jesus,
and. know they are blessed for the share
they have had in the work.
Our school is growing; we have much
more room now; it is more convenient
than heretofore.
On November 10, four were baptized—
two Sabbath-school scholars and their
mother. Deal by name. T h e other sister
is Tillie Shaffer. They are faithful sisters
and earnest for the Lord. W e had expected Elder Aaron Martin or Elder Hoffe'r to be with us for baptism services, but
as neither of them could be present owing
to other pressing duties, it fell to the lot of
our brother S. G. Engle to officiate, and

we thank God he is efficient and ever ready
to do the work the Lord calls him to do.
"If God be for us who can be against us."
Christmas will soon be here again and
we would ask you to remember the poor
children. This time of the year always
means so much to children; anything you
might wish to send—we are in need of
some clothing—so we can gladden some
hearts. This is always a time of ingathering of children and some older folks too
who come after the loaves and .fishes, and
Christmas means nothing more to them
than candy and nuts, Christmas tree and
turkey. W e are always glad for such to
come; we can tell them what Christmas
means: how a Christ was born into the
world to save them; and after telling them
about the dear Savior and singing and
praying with them we give them something to eat as a reward for their good
behavior, and an encouragement for them
to come back again.
Last Thanksgiving we had provided a
dinner for them, but we could not have
any this time, as the building was not
finished and we always serve them in the
basement, so we expect to give them a
dinner at Christmas time if the Lord will
provide the means. H e always has, and
we trust him for the future.
There were quite a number of children
gathered in front of the Mission on
Thanksgiving day waiting for dinner, and
I felt so badly they had to go away disappointed, but promised them one in the
near future: so I trust some one will come
up to the help of the Lord.
We are all encouraged in the work.
Our branch Mission, conducted by Bro.
and Sister Abraham Landis, is doing good
work. Last Friday an old soldier seventysix years, of age, was saved. H e fought
in fifty-two battles—the last in the battle
of Gettysburg. His comrades were killed
by his side, their blood splashed his face
and he got so hard he cursed God for
being so unjust. His heart, he said, got
as hard as iron; he could not shed a tear,
but got desperate and shot and killed many
of his fellow-men. This is his testimony;
for the past year he wanted to serve God
but could n o t : these souls always came
up before h i m ; he had sent so many to
destruction. So last Friday he passed by
the Mission and heard them singing; and
went in. The brethren and sisters got
praying for him and talking to him but still
he could not see his way clear. H e thought
there was no hope for him, but he was encouraged, and going home (he lives in a
room by himself; his wife and children
have gone to glory), he threw himself down
and prayed and cried mightily to God to
forgive him and accept him as his child;
and while he prayed with his eyes closed
something opened and out flew something
white and closed just as quickly again.
"But this white object spread its wings over
all the room, and into his soul there came a
peace and a gladness. H e rose to his feet
and opened his Bible at John 14 and this
is what he read, "Let not your heart be
troubled, believe in God, believe also in
m e ; " and he stopped and cried out, " W h a t !
Lord, is that so? Do you mean that for
me?" and he reads a little farther and it
says, " I n my Father's house are many
mansions; if it were not so I would have
told you, I go to prepare a place for you,"
and he cried again. " W h a t ! O Lord, can
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it be for m e ? " and began praising God.
H e came to our Mission the other night
and testified, and now the tears can flow;
the heart is made tender because God has
done a work, and when he does it is well
done. If that is all our branch Mission
will do it is worth more than the whole
world; but we are looking for many more
souls to be saved, as the brother and sister
are very much in earnest and have the
welfare»of souls at heart, and are zealousfy
laboring in their part of the vineyard. W e
earnestly desire your prayers in their behalf, that they may be kept faithful. Remember us also at a throne of grace as
we daily need renewing.
I still have the seven-year-old boy. If
anyone wants a boy; he is bright and well.
I hope to hear from someone.
Again I would say, remember the poor
and needy ones at Christmas time.
Yours in the service of the Master,
PETER STOVER AND W I F E .

3423 N. Second St., Phila.,

Pa.

PHILADELPHIA, PA.—Dear readers of the
VISITOR. Greeting in the precious nante
of Jesus. W e do feel to praise the Lord
for the victory in our souls. To-day was
a very precious thanksgiving day. W e had
a man with us, an old soldier, who came
to Jesus last week, and he is gloriously
saved through the precious blood of Jesus.
He is so happy he does not know how to
express himself. H e cannot get done telling what the Lord has done for him.
H i s heart was so hard he could not shed
a tear, but, praise the Lord, the Lord has
tendered his heart and now he can shed
tears for joy.
Our work is getting along good; we are
encouraged in the work. In the name ol
Jesus we will start Sunday-school the first
of December. W e have quite a few children that promised to come,* and such poor
ones. One little girl especially; her shoes
are hardly fit to wear. Just think, brother
or sister, if that were one of our children,
how would we feel? And it touches our
hearts when we see such poor children.
We. would gladly help them along if we
had the means. If any one feels led to
give something for the Lord in any line
in clothing or vegetables, send it to Front
and Berks, Kensingston Sta., P. R. R.,
Philadelphia, Pa.
Remember us in your prayers.
out for souls.
Your brother and sister,

W e are

ABRAHAM LANDIS AND W I E E .

309 W. Norris

St., Philadelphia,

FAYETTEVILLE,

PA.—The

Pa.

Brethren

of

New Guilford district held a series of
meetings at Antrim meeting-house continuing from November 10 to November
24, conducted by Bro. Noah Hess, of Lancaster county, Pa. Sister Hess was also
present at the close of the meetings. W e
feel to praise God and rejoice that we still
have those who have the courage to declare the whole gospel. May the Lord
bless and reward our dear brother, whom
we learned to know and love for his boldness in defense of the gospel. T h e attendance was very good, considering all
things, and we are glad to say the meetings were not in vain. One soul resolved
to start for the kingdom. His request is
to all God's people to remember him at
a throne of grace that he may be able to
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Lota Sen, daughter of Bro. Sen. T h e outus and win the crown that is awaitdoor work, such as. visitation, ministering
ing us.
to the sick and the needy, is going on in
I am glad to say that the work at this
addition to Sunday meetings and daily
place is prospering, both spiritually and
Bible classes. Our new brother has had
temporally as the walls of the church are
many difficulties as he trudged fruitlessly
up now. T h e dear Lord willing, we exon the road to salvation. H e underwent
pect to have a love-feast at Bro. Doners
ENID,
OKLA.—The
Brethren
D.
R.
on November 2 and 3, trusting and pray-, all the Hindu rites and ceremonies, but
Eyster and A. L. Eisenhower, of Thomas,
had no rest or peace till he openly coning the Lord to give us an outpouring of
closed a two weeks' meeting here last
fessed Jesus and received baptism. H e is
his
Spirit
that
we
may
again
be
night. T h e power of God was in the
now with us and makes bold to preach
strengthened
on
the
way
to
Zion.
.
meeting and some souls got blessed. Three
Jesus in those places where he was once
My
desire
is
to
do
what
little
I
can,
and
were saved. A number are under conworshiped as an incarnate Brahmin. Our
fill my place where he has called me to
viction, but did not take the way. One
hearts rejoice as we think of the blessedlabor
in
this
part
of
his
vineyard.
Time
is still seeking for the baptism of the
ness of his word who said "My word shall
is so fast passing by and soon we shall
Holy Ghost, and wants the prayers of the
not return unto me void." I t was about
all
be
gathered
home
where
we
can
praise
church. T h e meeting closed with a
fifteen years ago that this brother used
him in fulness. Continue to pray for me
crowded house, and a hearty invitation
to have hot discussions about Christianity
that
should
it
be
the
dear
Lord's
will
to
was given the brethren to keep up preachwith Bro. Sen, when they both were in
heal my body and use me that I might
ing at this place, which they will do every
the Darjeeling district and now it is by
be
a
useful
worker
for
him,
as
these
words
four weeks. T h e Brethren have only two
his grace that he has been drawn into
so often come to m e :
members here, and they need the prayers
the fold. God's name be praised!
of the church.
P . .T. ALEXANDER.
"Go quickly, go quickly, and bring them in,
Now, dear readers, the work before us
Nov. 2$, 1907.
They wander in by-ways of want and s i n ;
is very promising. W e contemplate in the
T h e souls which the Savior has bid you
near future having a large Mission esseek,
MTSHABEZI M I S S I O N ,
S.
AFRICA.—My
tablished but we cannot proceed without
O hasten to find them his message speak.
dear co-workers for eternity. Once more
the financial aid. W e have the piece of
I greet you in Jesus' precious name.
land for which we applied t o the GovernGo quickly, go quickly, the hour is late,
Harken, my beloved brethren, hath not
ment and the materials such as bricks, etc.,
T
h
e
Lord
has
commanded
(how
dare
you
God chosen the poor of this world, rich
for the necessary buildings are near at
wait) ;
in faith and heirs of the kingdom which
hand, but our work has to be practically
You
carry
a
light
that
will
show
the
way,
he hath promised to them that love him?"
stopped owing to our not hearing from
Go bear it to those who have gone astray.
I truly praise the Maker of heaven and
the Board as to whether the means is yet
earth this beautiful
evening
for the
forthcoming or whether the establishThe glad invitation rings out for all,
strength he still gives m e ; even though
ment of the- Mission is yet approved.
There's room at the feast in the banquet
suffering in body I can still say with the
There are many things to be done, the
hall;
poet:
Industrial Home, the Widows' Home, the
But multitudes never have heard the word,
preaching
of the gospel, the Sunday"My gladsome heart these words repeat,
Go carry the message for you have heard."
schools, the indoor and outdoor preaching,
I am the Lord's forever;
and it is nearly three years that we have
And every time they seem more sweet,
Yes, true, we have heard and why delay?
not been favored with a definite encourO praise his name forever."
Let us go forth in the strength of our
agement
from
our Board!
Workers,
dear Lord while it is yet day for soon the
O, how I do praise his dear name, for
widows, orphans are flocking in but we
night
cometh
when
no
man
can
work.
who would not be lifted up beyond this
have no room to accommodate them, so
I am glad to say we had a very pleasant
life when Jesus is so near? When I feel
they have to wander away helpless. Do
surprise
on
October
20,
as
our
dear
Brethdiscouraged and downcast, I can still hear
you not think, dear brethren, that our
ren
Steigerwald
and
Taylor
came
in
on
us
that sweet, soft, gentle voice speak t o me
coming to India would be utterly fruitunexpectedly in the evening about dark,
—yes, even in the silent watches of the
less if the Board were to remain silent
and
paid
us
a
short
visit.
As
other
duties
night when all is at rest, I can commune
were pressing them,' they were obliged to -about our work here? With this we apas with no other friend. O how sweet to
peal not only to the Board but to all whorise early in the morning on the 21st and
trust in Jesus.
ever may see this letter to think for a
make a ten mile walk again. W e were
On the night of October 7, I was
moment how best they could extend their
glad to have a short talk with them, and
awakened by such sweet singing. I openhelp for the cause of Christ. And should
also glad that another brother volunteered
ed my eyes and looked a r o u n d : it was a
this apepal speak loud in their hearts, we
to come to the front as he is much needed,
most beautiful moonlight night; I could
pray, whether in the interests of the miltrusting God may give him strength, both
see no one but I listened to the sweet
lions of unprotected, neglected souls here,
soul and body, in the battle for the Master.
music, the sweetest ear ever heard. I t was
it is not worthy of an immediate answer?
T h e rest of the workers are all as usual,
sung in four different parts. This is what
Finally, dear ones, pray for us, that the
and our prayers are that many more may
they sang,
yet say, "Here am I, Lord, send me," for word of the Lord may have free course,
"Safe in the arms of Jesus,
and be glorified, even as it is with you.
truly the harvest is white, ready for reapYours for the cause of India,
Safe on his gentle breast;
ers. W e are glad to know that there are
A M O S L. MUSSER.
There by his love o'ershadowed,
some true soldiers w h o are bearing us
Sweetly my soul shall rest."
up in the arms of prayer, as well as with
No. 90 Cantonment, Oct. 31, 1907.
their means. May God bless every faithThis was sung through for about
ful worker.
twenty minutes. I t was a band of angels.
RAGHUNATHPUR, BENGAL,
INDIA.—Dear
Yours in his service waiting for his
O how sweet to be in close touch with
readers of the VISITOR. W e send salutacoming,
MARIA W E R K M A N .
our blessed Lord. I cannot praise him
tions in the all-prevailing name of Jesus.
Oct. 24, 1907.
enough for the way he manifests himself
"Jesus, the name high pver all,
to m e ; for truly, I feel unworthy of all
In earth, in sea and s k y ;
this great love; but still, we can see that
LUCKNOW, INDIA.-—Dear r e a d e r s : Grace
Angels and men before it fall,
God is no respecter of persons, bless his
be unto the church and peace from God
And devils fear and fly."
dear name forever! O, how we ought to
and from the Lord Jesus Christ. W e
improve our time and talents which the
thank our God for every remembrance of
How we thank God for the power of the
dear Savior has given u s ; the right use of the church.
name of Jesus, and rejoice to have the
our minds to study his precious word and
W e feel sure that you must be expectprivilege of lifting him up to India's lost
how slack we grow at t i m e s ; we see so
ing to know of the progress of the Lord's
ones, he who can save t o the uttermost.
many temporal duties that are pressing
work here. W e a r e glad to say that the
There is much opportunity to oppose and
upon us, but hoping the time will soon
work has been steadily progressing. Last
contrast religions of various sorts in
come when we are more free. But in the
Sunday there were two baptisms—one of
these heathen lands, but we have found
spiritual work let us press on in the bata Hindu high class Brahmin, Tarini
tle with new zeal and run the race before
Charan Mozumdar, and the other of Toru
(Continued on page 12.)

hold on to God and his precious promises. Others have been counting the cost.
W e hope and pray that in due season they
too will yield to the Spirit of God.
J. D. WiNGERT.
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CONTRIBUTORS.
Since Mother Died.

I've wandered East and wandered West,
But nowhere has my heart found rest:
In vain has been its anxious quest,
Since mother died.
T h e sun shines bright, the throngs are gay,
But all seems changed and far away,
There's something missing every day,
Since mother died.
God's world is good, and friends are kind,
But e'en their kindness calls to mind
The aching void that's left behind
Since mother died.
Transcendent love of matchless worth
That cast a glamor over earth,
Then left it stricken sore with dearth,
Since mother died.
—H. Isabel Graham.
For

the
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Good T i d i n g s of Great J o y .
Luke 2:10, II.

"The word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us." (John 1 :i4.) "God
was manifest in the flesh." (I. Tim.
3 :i6.) "He that hath seen me, hath
seen the Father." (John 14:9.) 'T
am in my Father, and ye in me, and I
in you." (John 14:20.) This shows
who Jesus is and what we are if we
are his.
A mighty Pentecost is needed to
restore the faith, zeal and energy of
apostolic times. How to deal with
the drowsiness and indifference and
worldliness of many professing Christians, is indeed a difficult problem.
We must search the Scriptures and
find out God's method through his
chosen vessels.
They say, "Lord, Lord," but leave
his work undone. It is very easy to
make matters worse by imprudent proceedings ; but how to lift them into a
more holy and heavenly position requires wisdom from above (James
3:17). The case is exactly stated
when we say that they reverse II. Cor.
4:18. But to make them sensible of the
fact is the difficult task. Temporal
interests must be kept in subjection to
things spiritual and eternal. Then
we will "use this world as not abusing it." (I. Cor. 7:31.) Then will we
live so as to fulfill the two great commandments, Matt. 22:37 to 40. Then
we will do as Jesus did, Rom. 15:1,
2, 3.) Let no one think that this is
easy. Our natural tendencies are all
the other way. We can live the
Christ-life only when Christ dwells in
our hearts by faith. (Eph. 3:17.)
Then thought, and feeling, and word,
and act, will correspond. Then Gal.
6:1 will be beautifully exemplified.
If we are not all of one opinion in all
things, let us be all of one mind.
(Philipp. 2:5.) Loyalty and love to
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Jesus will bring us very near together
in thought. (Philipp. 3:15.) God
asks great things of us, but gives us
abundant grace to comply with his demand. The supply of grace always
exceeds our need. See what God is
able and willing to do for us. (Eph.
3:20.) Oh, how low we should
humble ourselves before God for his
great goodness in Christ Jesus. MayGod bless us with the beauty of holiness and the magnetism of love.
(I. Pet. 1:15, 16; John 12:32.)
Then our walk will be' according to
Col. 1 :io, 11.
C. H. BALSBAUGH.

Union Deposit, Penna.
For

the
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N o n - S w e a r i n g , or t h e N o n - R e s i s t a n t
Doctrine, as B e l i e v e d b y t h e Church.

"But above all things, my brethren,
swear not, neither by heaven, neither
by the earth, neither by any other
oath, but let your yea, be yea, and your
nay, nay, lest ye fall into condemnation." (James 5 :i2.)
Beloved, in the Lord, Jude, in his
epistle, tells us we should earnestly
contend for the faith once delivered to
the saints. Brethren, I fear that we
are not so fully doing what Paul
writes to Timothy and says, "Preach
the word, be instant, in season; out of
season, rebuke and exhort with all
long suffering and doctrine." We. are
in an age when men don't want doctrine. Doctrine means discipline, discipleship, unity, oneness. Preach the
word.
James says, "But above all things,
my brethren, swear not." I feel somewhat stirred as regards our teaching
in the Sunday-school work; what kind
of superintendents and teachers we
have, and I go further, and our concern as to what is the true sentiment
of our deacons, preachers, elders (or
bishops or overseers). Sometime ago
in the International Sunday-school
Lesson, our text came in and a Sunday-school superintendent in our
church expressed himself that on
points of doctrine, where we hold differently from other churches, we
should be silent, or, not teach our faith
in Sunday-school. Why, brethren,
that is just the place where doctrine
should begin.
'But above all, my brethren, swear
not." Dear readers, we are not under
the law or Levitical priesthood. We
are under grace; the church age, a
saving process; by and by we will be
ushered into the kingdom age of
which Christ said "My kingdom is
not of this world, if my kingdom were
of. this age then would my servants
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fight that I should not be delivered."
To contend for our rights we must
assert to such statements and affirm
or even swear by the uplifted hand
toward heaven; and Jesus said,
"Swear not by heaven for it is God's
throne." Now we say, how could I,
as a child, stand and lift up^ my hand
toward heaven and assume by God's
throne that so or so it is, or let it be,
when I realize my mortality, doing
just what Jesus my Master said I
should not do.
Then again, others swear by kissing the holy Bible, that precious Book,
which will be our judge at the great
day (if I am not judged by the Book
now while in the day of grace). Read
Matt. 5:33 to 37, where Jesus says
"But let your communication be yea,
yea, nay, nay, for whatsoever is more
than these cometh of evil." The
Apostle James puts it so beautifully
and says, "But above all things my
brethren, swear not, neither by
heaven, neither by the earth, neither
by any other oath." That settles the
question, in the mind of every regenerated heart, in the child of God;
not to swear by the laws of our land,
neither by the uplifted hand, nor by
kissing the Bible, but simply affirm
and say, yea, so it is, and with that
we obey God's word and satisfy the
laws of our United States: affirming
to the truth and nothing but the truth:
and that every child of God will say
in his every day life.
It does seem awful to me that any
one of God's children would be confirmed to make a statement in any
court of justice.by the uplifted hand,
or by kissing the Book. But here it
is. Law and gospel has not been, or
is not separated. Luther, Wesley,
and others of our noted men in the
Reformation, did not steer clear of
the law and get back to Bible or New
Testament teaching. We who have
read the Book of Martyrs by Hon
Brocht, learn what non-swearing
meant. It meant non-resisting, and
to be non-resisting means to suffer,
and when we suffer we don't resist,
but we simply submit to our persecutors as those did who were following the example of him who said,
"Swear not," but said, "Whosoever
smiteth thee on one cheek turn to
him the other also." This was the
practice of the early church, but
seemingly is lost to some extent.
When Meno Simon, a Catholic monk,
about the year fifteen hundred, was
led out he steered a straight course,
and again planted the doctrine of
non-resistance. Jesus said, "If any
man will sue thee at the law and take
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away thy coat let him have thy cloak
also." Non-resistance means to suffer, and I would like to touch our
people, and our sister churches, who
say we believe in the non-resisting
doctrine that Christ taught, and that
we have on record in the New Testament Scriptures. Listen, are we living o u r profession?
Beloved, please notice the crisis,
L u k e 22. Read down from verse 31,
where Jesus said to Peter, Simon,
Simon, behold Satan hath desired to
have thee that he may sift thee as
wheat," and that is just what Satan is
doing now. Jesus said, "But I have
prayed for thee that thy faith fail
not." Is the power of God in the
church limited n o w ?
Say, no.
Jesus said to them, " W h e n I sent you
without purse, and scrip, and shoes,
lacked ye anything? and they said,
nothing." I wonder how a fellow, I
mean a man, would fare now to be
sent out on a gospel tour. T o save
space, please read verses 36, 37. Last
clause verse 37, " A n d he was reckoned among the transgressors." ( T h i n k
of such a reckoning of him in whose
mouth was found no guile.) " F o r the
things concerning me have an end."
H e r e he, Jesus, now separates the law
from the gospel, or the law ends and
the gospel is established. Verse 38,
" A n d they say, Lord, behold here are
t w o swords, and he said unto them,
it is enough." I wish every child of
God could fathom the words of our
dear Lord in J o h n 18:10, " T h e n
Simon Peter, having a sword drew it
and smote the high priest's servant
a n d cut off his right ear." Peter, like
many of God's children now are, had
some carnality in his heart and therefore used the sword. But mark,
Jesus did not justify him for so
doing, but straitly commanded him to
put up the sword, for they that use
the sword shall perish by the sword.
W h e n Pilate asked Jesus what he had
done, because the Jews had delivered
him, he said, " M y kingdom is not of
this world." Can we comprehend
Jesus' saying, my kingdom is not of
this age ? W h e n Jesus said to the disciples that they should lift up their
eyes and behold that the fields were
already white to harvest he meant the
age, or I mean the people. . T h e
time had c o m e ; Israel, or the Israelites' times of the law age was fulfilled
in him dying on the cross for the sins
of the people.
Now in this church age, which is
grace for grace, in which time he,
Jesus, fulfilling J o h n 17:9, saying, " I
pray for t h e m : I pray not for the
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world, but for them which thou hast
given me for they are thine."
O h beloved, could we lift aside the
veil only a little and for a moment
behold what God has in store for those
who are willing to take the way with
him, our beloved L o r d ! Peter got a
glimpse of it, and then he wanted to
be crucified with his head down. W o n derful what God can accomplish when
we get sanctified according to J o h n
17:17. Then we will not swear by the
uplifted hand, nor kiss the Book, but
our yea, is yea, and our nay is nay.
A n d those blood-washed saints constitute what will make a non-resisting
church washed and rubbed and
squeezed, pressed down, shaken together so thoroughly that nothing
shall separate us from the love of
God in Christ Jesus our Lord. T h e n
we feel about like Paul. ( R o m . 8:35.)
W e then become established in Bible
truths and are not carried about with
every wind of doctrine. W e become
established in the saying of our Lord,
and we will be of the church of the
first born—that church having neither
spot nor wrinkle. T h a t is, or that
number will, constitute the bride, the
Lamb's wife. Beloved, where is the
suffering for Christ's sake?
Members who belong to our so-called
churches, who say our doctrine is the
doctrine of the New Testament Scripture : we believe as Christ taught that
we must love our enemies; and we
don't believe it is right to use the law.
O u r doctrine is, that we take no part
in political matters. Well, all right,
because we belong to the church and
not the kingdom of this world. Well
then, brother, why not be separate, live
your profession ? W h y not
suffer
with God's people ? W e have a beautiful type in Isaac, Genesis 26:19,
" A n d Isaac's servants digged in the
valley and found there a well of
springing water. And the herdsmen
of Gerar (they were Philistines)
strove and took the well and they digged the second." They strove again
for that one, and they did not strive
but digged the third one. They had
rather suffer than to strive (fight).
B u t for that one they did not strive,
and he called the name of that one
Rehoboth, which means roominess,,
"and he said, for now the Lord hath
made room for us and we shall be fruitful in the land." W e get the thought,
in his seed shall all the nations of the
earth be. blessed? T h e servants of
God, or the seed from God, does not
fight for his r i g h t ; . b u t at all times
shows the spirit of suffering.
May
we who are born of the Spirit of God
be examples to the people around us,

that it may be fulfilled as spoken by
the prophet Isaiah, " T h a t all that see
shall say that this is tire seed that the
Lord has blest."
J.

H.

MYBRS.

Testimony.
I have felt impressed for some time
to tell t h r o u g h the columns of the
VISITOR what God has done for me,
and by his grace I will obey. I am
glad that since the Lord has set me
free I find a real delight in obeying
him. I praise God that he called me
while young before I wandered so far
away. • I heard the voice of Jesus for
the first time at the age of thirteen
years and I am glad I gave heed to it
and started for heaven.
I got relief from my burden and
there was a change in my life for a
while, but I did not really get on the
Rock. I joined the church and was
baptized, but that did not satisfy my
soul. I soon became somewhat indifferent and of course Satan took advantage of it and began to lead me
into sin little by little. As I began to
yield to the enemy I lost interest in
the Lord's service. My desire to go
to prayer-meeting was not very great,
and when I did go I very seldom had
a testimony for the Lord. My conscience was not clear. I could not
speak of victory, and I was not willing
to confess my wrongs, so I was not
very happy. I lived in this way until
I was nearly seventeen, then the burden became so heavy I could bear it
no longer, and when I became willing to confess out, and really met
conditions, the L o r d saved me. Bless
his n a m e !
I realize that it is only through the
great love God has for fallen humanity that I am enjoying salvation
to-day. W h e n I think of the danger
in rejecting light and neglecting salvation and then think how God in his
great love followed me all those years
of disobedience with, conviction, I
never can praise him enough.
W h e n Jesus saved me he took away
every desire for sin and gave me a
real love for his cause. I bless the
L o r d for what he is still doing for me
as I continue to walk in the light. I
loved the L o r d and enjoyed his service, was free from my actual transgressions, but I found there was still
something in my heart that gave me
trouble. W h e n someone crossed my
path, I would get stirred. I knew
that was not right but did not know
how to get free from it, as the eradication of inbred sin was not taught
among us at that time. But bless the
Lord light has come.
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I would often express my need and
ask the dear brethren and sisters to
pray for me. They would try to encourage me and would often quote
encouraging Scriptures but that did
not give me victory. I lived this way
for a little over a year, then the Lord
gave me light on holiness and, bless
the Lord, I was willing to walk in it,
although it took quite a dying out before I got to that place. But, bless
God, on the 20th day of March, 1904,
I died. I made a full consecration,
laid everything on the altar, and,
praise the Lord, he cleansed my heart
and the Comforter came to abide.
Since that time I have enjoyed blessed victory. It is so blessed to have
Jesus rule and reign in our hearts.
It certainly pays to let Jesus have his
way with us. When I made the consecration I said yes, to the whole will
of God, little realizing what was in
the future. I yielded to God for life's
service; anywhere he wants to lead
me I will go.
While I was consecrating a sister
asked me if I would be willing to go
to Africa if God wanted me to. I
said yes; but little did I think he
would ever ask me to go. However
the Lord knew what was in the future.
Just a year ago the Lord laid the
precious souls of Africa on my heart.
It came with quite a shock, but, bless
the Lord, that eternal yes was still
there. It was sometime before I fully
understood what it meant but there
was no rebellion in my heart.
Since God has called me and I answered the call he has given me a real
love for the dark-skinned people. So,
bless God, it is settled and I am ready
to go. I realize it means much, but
I praise the Lord, the eternal God is
my refuge and underneath are the
everlasting arms. If I was taking the
step myself I am sure I would fail,
but Jesus has helped me thus far and
I am trusting him for the future.
I praise God for the sweetness I find
in his service and for the blessed victory he gives me each day.
I've yielded to God and I'm saved
every hour,
I've yielded to God and I feel his
sweet power.
I've trusted his promises, not one has
failed,
Of all his good word though the
tempter assailed.
Sweet quiet yielded life,
Blessed rest from all storm and strife;
God's own peace now tills my soul,
As on him my way I roll.
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I bless God this is my experience
and I would not give what I have enjoyed since I yielded to God for anything this world can afford.
I expect D. V. in the near future
to see the precious souls in dark Africa
and lend a helping hand to their
rescue.
"And the Lord, he it is that doth go
before thee; he will be with thee, he
will not fail thee, neither forsake thee;
fear not neither be dismayed." (Deut.
31:8.)
I praise God for his precious promises and for the blessed refuge I find
in him.
Your sister, seeking the lost,
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the other personal property of the
Home, and in lieu thereof assume all
the liabilities of the Home's involvement, thus throwing the Home wholly
on our God and the workers with
three cows and two horses and some
implements. Second, that we pray
earnestly to God to send to the Home
a good brother and his wife to help
and take charge of the work and thus
relieve Bro. Zook, enabling him to
spend more time in his own family
circle. And that Sr. May Donellson
be the treasurer after December 1,
1907.

Our kind heavenly Father alone
knows what the Zook family and the
MARY E. HEISBY.
workers at the Home have gone
through during the last seven years:
The Mount Carmel Orphanage.
how the devil contested and tried to
I will herewith give a brief account hinder that work many times during
of the work at our annual meeting, these years, and this last one was very
which was held at the Orphanage on severe again, so much so that it apNovember 13, 1907. As I met with peared very difficult to pull through.
the workers my heart was impressed
But we feel that our good Lord has
anew with the care and responsibility once more stepped in and come to our
resting on the faithful and deeply help. O, I am sure if you could have
consecrated workers, and I felt to been at this last meeting as this test
praise the Lord that he can lay his was on, and had seen the wistful faces
hand on some who are willing to of both the workers and children
make the great sacrifice for God's whose hearts were yearning and
cause in the way of opening a way groaning that this work may go on,
for homeless and neglected children you would have feelings altogether
to be taken care of, as have Bro. different than you have from reading
Abram and Sr. Rosie Zook, giving up these lines, descriptive of the needs of
their own dwelling house with some the work. But we are believing and
land, and other means besides; and praying that there will yet many come
Sr. May Donnelson with the other up to the help of the Lord's work. I
workers who are standing by the work feel that the work is now thrown on
so faithfully amid very severe tests the Lord, and is on the faith line as
and trials.
never before and it will, no doubt,
The Board met with prayerful mean much earnest prayer to pray in
hearts that the good Lord would all the means needed to feed and clothe
guide. The report revealed that the those twenty-seven children with the
Home had become somewhat involved workers, and I feel it will be too much
financially which gave us all grave to leave the whole burden on the
concern as we felt it was not God's workers, so we ask that many of God's
will that it be so, as it is God's Home. • saints may help to pray earnestly that
We took it to the Lord in earnest and our Father who sees those little orhumble prayer, praying that he would phans may himself undertake for this
reveal where the trouble lies. The Home.
Holy Spirit then revealed unto us two
The workers try to practice economy
things in the way.
as much as possible on every line to
First. The existence of some diswhich the Board encourages them, but
satisfaction in Bro. Zook's family, bethose boys and girls have good appecause of the fact that Bro. Zook of
tites when they come to the table, and
necessity had to absent himself unmust be clothed. My heart has often
duly from his own family, being burbeen touched as I sat with them at the
dened with the care of the Orphanage.
large table seeing them enjoying their
Second. The funds of the Home
meals so well. May God touch our
treasury and Bro. Zook's private, or
hearts more and more. The words of
family fund being all in one, and Bro.
the dear Savior still come to me,
Zook replenishing the treasury fund
"The poor ye have with you always
from the family fund which it was
and if ye will ye may do them good."
considered was too much mixed up.
Yours, interested in the needy,
The conclusion the Board then arD. H. BRECHBILU
rived at was, first, that Bro. Zook take
Detroit,
Kans.
the cows and all the young cattle with
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A Voice From the Field.

To all the dear readers of the
and all the faithful in Christ
Jesus, "Grace be unto you and peace
from God our Father and from the
Lord Jesus Christ." Amen.
Since our last communication with
you,we have not been idle. But according to arrangement we began a
series of meetings in the Brethren's
Mission in Chambersburg, Pa., on
Sunday evening, October 27. Meetings were announced for two weeks
under the control of the Lord.
VISITOR,

The Mission is located in a suburb
of the town, and was built by Bro. A.
O. Wenger and wife at a cost of about
$6,000.00. The property belongs to
Bro. and Sister Wenger. The chapel
part has been dedicated by the Brethren to the worship of God, and has a
seating capacity of about 300. There
are no other churches in this part of
the town. The people of this part of
town are mostly a laboring class of
respectable citizens, but being without convenient church privileges,
many of them expressed themselves
as being glad that the Mission was
located there.

1
J.

The meetings were interesting from
the beginning, and as they progressed
the interest increased and the attendance became larger so that on fair
evenings the place was well filled with
attentive hearers, and on Sunday evenings it was usually sitting and standing full.
We went to that place with a deep
feeling of the responsibility resting
upon us as ambassadors in Christ's
stead, and aimed, as Paul said to
Timothy, to "preach the word."
We give honor and glory to him
for opening unto us a door of utterance, and we also wish to honor the
Holy Ghost for the manifestation of
his presence in applying the word to
many hearts.
' The result was that sinners were
deeply convicted and quite a number
(we don't know how many) sought
and found the Lord precious in the
pardon of their sins and are now
happy in their new experience. A
number of heads of families were
grandly converted, in some cases men
with their wives and in some cases the
dear wives had to go alone because the
husbands were not willing to yield,
though they were deeply convicted.
How sad if any of them should be so
near the kingdom and yet possibly
never enter in by the door and be
saved.
The oldest man that was saved during the meeting is fifty-four years
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old. Through some of his children
coming he was deeply convicted and
got in such trouble he couldn't sleep.
In that condition he came to the meeting ripe for conversion, and he wasn't
long in finding the Lord and the burden was taken away,and he was ready
to praise the Lord. On Sunday, December 1, he was one of the number
that was buried with Christ by baptism.
We aimed to make it clear to the
people that it was just as essential
that we take the word of God as our
guide in order to be finally saved, as it
was to be converted.
Among those that sought the Lord
were a number of church members
(of our own and of some other denominations), who knew they were
not in touch with God and did not enjoy the full liberty of those that live
in the 8th chapter of Romans. And
as they came in contact with the word
and those who were enjoying themselves in his service, they became
hungry for the deeper things of God.
We thank God for the many dear
brethren and sisters, and those of
other denominations, who have been
crucified with Christ., They were a
great help in the meetings and the
Lord will reward them. Numbers of
them came six to eight miles to the
meetings and w.ere there quite often.
Five followed the Lord into the
rolling stream on the first of December. Others see the way, and some
have confessed that they mean to go
that way, but just how many will take
the plain way according to the word
remains to be seen. Two of the converts have associated themselves with
the German" Baptist Brethren, but are
happy and testify freely to what the
Lord has done for them. We pray
that God may use them in that society
to bring light to such as may be in
need of light.
Instead of two weeks the meetings
continued with good interest for five
weeks, and were closed on the evening of December 2. It would no
doubt have been well to continue some
longer for the benefit of such who had
just come out to take their place before God, but as other places were
waiting it was thought prudent' to
close. There will be a Wednesday
night prayer-meeting at the Mission,
and Sunday-school every Sunday at
2 p. m., and preaching every Sunday
evening. Bro. and Sister Wenger are
laboring hard and should have the
sympathy and help of the Brethren
and sisters of the surrounding community. Let all come up to the work
of the Lord, so the burden will not

fall too heavy on Bro. and Sister
Wenger.
We were glad to see that so many
were taking a part in helping on different lines.
We are also glad, too, to say that
our needs were abundantly supplied
by free-will offerings without us hinting to anyone that we had need of
help. May the Lord bless all who
have a part in this matter.
Meetings have been arranged for
in Green Village for ten days or as
the Lord may direct. Later, meetings
will be held at the Air Hill M. H. and
also at Mt. Rock, if we live and the
Lord will.
We have had more calls for labor
than we can fill. We earnestly solicit the prayers of all of God's children that the dear Lord may keep us
anointed for the work he has for us
to do, and we also want your prayers
for our bodily strength. We realize
as years are creeping upon us we can't
stand hardships as well as in former
years.
Yours in hope of his coming,
NOAH AND MARY ZOOK.

Dec. 4, 1907.
Permanent address, Harrisburg, Pa.
With my heart filled with sorrow
and sadness, I sat down this third day
of December and looked up some
Bible references which the VISITOR
pointed to and I truly found all correct, and thought how good to back
up written articles with Scripture. I
was also reading the life of Samson
which did me much good; but most of
all Job's affliction comes to me over
and over again ever since my father
is gone, realizing that he yearned for
the same God and learned of and
blessed and thanked the same God as
Job, in all his suffering. I realize
there is not a storm, nor tempest, nor
sorrow, nor affliction, though we
shudder and tremble, that God is not
in the midst of it all, and says, as he
said to his disciples on the stormy sea,
"Be not afraid, it is I." The great
change that has taken and will take
place in our home since father died,
causes some weeping, but in it all God
has his care and eye over us. God
was very gracious and good to us. I
have received many precious letters
from brethren and sisters for which
I was very glad; and in every way we
can know God has favored us. Let
us work on for the Master; he is soon
coming; let us clothe the naked and
feed the hungry. I could do more
here at my door if I had the means.
Pray for me.
AMANDA SNYDBR.
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This Same J e s u s .
Acts 1 : n .
H e has not changed through all the years.
We know
That he remembers still the weight of woe
Which once oppressed him, and the. lonely
way
Through which his tired feet journeyed
day • by day,
The pain he bore, the weariness and strife,
The toil and care of his own human life.
H e has not passed into the glory-land
Forgetful of our lives; his gentle hand,
Is still outstretched to reach our need, as
when
On earth he cared for all the cares of
men,
And in his heart of sympathy and grace
For all the "heavey-laden" found a place.
H e is as near to human hearts to-day
As when he journeyed on the earthly way;
So near that all our wants are known to
him,
So near that, though our faith, grown
cold and dim,
Fails oftentimes to grasp the truth, he
knows
T h e secret story of our hidden woes.
And, through his manhood, understanding
all
T h e power of our temptation, as we call
Out of the depths of weakness, on his
name—
Not as a far-off God, but still the s a m e Kind, pitiful, he bends to help and bless,
And hides our failures by his righteous11 CSS.

—Edith

Hickman

Divdtt.

F r o m Sister L o n g .

Dear saints, for some time I have
had such a desire to write for the
VISITOR, and all that has kept me from
it was want of time.
Ever-since husband and I left Ramona, I have been doing house to
house visiting and only those who
are out in active work know how little time we have to even write, and
keep up with our correspondence.
No one but God knows how I wished
already that we as a brotherhood
would see the need of home missionaries as well as for the foreign field.
Many a mother is so situated that in
the caring for those of her own household she gets so wearied and tired
until night comes that she is not in a
condition to go out to meeting as she
would even like to. Many do not
have the desire they should have, and
by some one coming in to have a talk
with her about her soul, she gets new
courage. "Oh, the good we all maydo while the days are going by."
I am happy to say that my courage
is as good as ever, and even more
so, to go on in this good way. I have
much to thank God for, for verifying
his promises, even in my case, in restoring my youth as the eagle's. (Ps.
103:5.) It seems to me we as a people need to be much in prayer to God
for a real heart searching revival
among our own people, as well as a
world-wide awakening.
Many meetings are being held.

VISITOR.

Much money is spent to get brethren
to come from other parts to hold revival meetings, and yet souls are not
being saved as we would like to see.
I have often said, if we were more of
one mind and could come to this conclusion to do as a Daniel, a Noah,
and many others before us, when
they saw their error in departing from
God, they cried unto God and he
heard their cries and delivered them
out of their distresses. Oh, we truly
are in the latter days, and, "As it was
in the days of Noah, so will it be in
the coming of the Son of Man."
I would ask the prayers of God's
children in our behalf that we may
lay low at the foot of the cross and
learn still more of Jesus. Let us not
forget to pray for brother and sister
Smith who have the invalid daughter,
and the son in the Topeka asylum. I
am expecting the son to be restored
to his sound mind to, help to support
the family, while the brother is out
after souls, preaching the gospel. It
is our privilege, as well as a duty, to
hold on to God until victory comes.
Praise his dear name. Amen.
Your sister in his service,MARY J.

< Hillsboro,

LONG.

Kans.

"Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace, good will toward
men." (Luke 2:14.)
The angels sang "Glory to God in
the highest." But I look around, and
what see I in the wide, wide world?
. . . . I see the heathen bowing before
their idols; I see the tyranny lording
it over the bodies and souls of men;
I see a worldly race pursuing mammon ; I see ambition riding like Nimrod over the land, God forgotten, his
name dishonored. And was this all
that made the angels sing "Glory to
God in the highest?" Ah! no!
there are brighter days approaching.
They sang', "Peace on earth." But
I hear still the clarion of war, and
the cannon's horrid roar. And whilst
I see wars^to the ends of the earth,
am I to believe that this was all the
angels expected ? Ah! no; the angels'
song is big with prophecy; it travaileth in birth with glories. A few
more years, and we shall see why
angels sang. A few more years and
Christ the Lord will come again, and
when he cometh he shall cast the
idols from their thrones. He shall
dash down every fashion of heresy
and every shape of idolatry. He shall
reign from pole to pole with illimitable sway. No strife shall vex Messiah's reign, no blood shall then be
shed. .. .The day is coming when the
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lion shall eat straw like the ox, when
the leopard shall lie down with the
kid; when the weaned child shall put
his hand upon the cockatrice's den
and play with the asp. The hour approacheth. The first streaks of the
sunlight have made glad the age in
which we live. Lo, he comes, for
whom we look with joyous expectation, whose coming shall be glory to
his redeemed, and confusion to his
enemies. Ah! brethren, when the
angels sang this song there was an
echo through the long aisles of a
glorious future. And the echo was:
"Hallelujah! Christ the Lord
God Omnipotent shall reign."
•—C. H. Spurgeon.
E D I T O R I A L STOTE.

The following items were too late
for clasification: At Markham, Ont,
a series of meetings is in progress
since December 1. Bro.
Girven
Bearss is laboring there, used of the
Spirit, and the Lord is blessing in the
convicting and saving of sinners, and
encouraging the saints. At Rosebank,
Kansas, meetings were held from November 18 to December 6. Bro. T.
Franklin, of Upland, Cal., labored
here under the direction of the Spirit,
with the result that a number were
converted, and others received new
light. At the Chambersburg Mission
an interesting Thanksgiving service
was held. At Belle Springs, Kans.,
meetings were being held by Bro. T.
A. Long.
N o v e m b e r Credits.
Sue Breneman, Geo. Hammerly,
Mrs.
Ralph Keagy, Jacob Sheeber,
Clayton
Reist, Ezra G. Gish, Mrs. C. C. Eshelman,
Ezra Martin, Mary A. Hoover, S. S.
Hoover, Mrs. J. Stehman, J. D. Books,
Mrs. Albert Strickler, Lottie B. Engle,
Lizzie Hershey, Mary Ann Landis, Jno.
A. Keefer, Martha Witmer, H. W. Grosh,
Harrison Stauffer, Imperial Bank, H. S.
Brandt, Mary Brukhart, Mary Bowers,
Amanda Heisey, Martin Kauffman, Lizzie
Winters, Francis Long. Nancy Heintzleman. C. D. Stauffer, Mrs. Anna Zeigler,
B. J. Winger, Henry Winger, Alex. McTaggart, Abm. H. Doner,
Mrs. Saml.
Doner, John Huth, Mrs. P. Keagy,' Maria
Ausherman, Mrs. Ellis Kohl, S. Ruppert,
Geo. Loughman, Mrs. H e n r y Cook, Levi
Cassel, Annie S. Myers, Annie Schwend,
Wm. Klippert. Conrad Ruppert, Mrs. D.
F. Wagner, Sarah Stuckey, Ada Gibson,
Frances P. Hess, Frank Kohl, Daniel E.
Engle, James Brown, Anna R.
Smith,
Carl Rambat, Jemima Asper, D. M. Eyer,
Barbara Smith, Geo. Engle, Abm. Musser, Alice Shank, Fannie Miller, J. H .
Eshelman, S. B. Shirk, J. M. Eshelman,
Albert Rettew, Jacob R. Gish, J. W .
Teeter, J. H . Troyer, Mrs. A. S. Kauffman, Michael Hess, Salome Leister, Mrs.
Jonas Frederick, J. Q. Hunsperger, Mrs.
Mary K. Rosenberger,
Mrs. John
R.
Kendig, Mrs. Chas. W. Moll, H. A. Kauffman, J. K. Forney, M. Ragaz, Wm. Vandevere, Libbie Slaught, Matilda Hikok, J.
Hendricks. Aaron Hendricks, Elias Hake,
Elias Good, Anna Hake, Norman Landis,
Clarence G. Hake, Elmon Winger, V. B.
Hillsher. Moses Brechbill, G. H. Hartzell,

B. F. Herr.
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i,esson j . January 5.—The Word made flesh.
John 1:1-14. Golden Text: The Word became
flesh and dwelt among us. John 1:14.
Study John 1:1-18.
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and.the Word was God. 2
The same was in the beginning with God. 3
All things were made through him; and without
him was not anything made that hath been made.
4 I n him was life; and the life was the light of
men. 5 And the light shineth in the darkness;
and the darkness apprehended it not. 6 There
came a man, sent from God, whose name was
John. 7 The same came for witness, that he
might bear witness of the light, that all might
believe through him. 8 He was not the light,
but came that he might bear witness of the light.
9 There was the true light, even the light which
lighteth every man, coming into the world. 10
He was in the world, and the world was made
through him, and the world knew him not. n
lie came unto his own, and they that were his
own received him not. 12 But as many as received him, to them gave he the right to become
children of God, even to them that believed on
his name: 13 who were born, not of blood, nor
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man,
but of God. 14 And the Word became flesh, and
dwelt among us (and we beheld his glory, glory
as of the only begotten of the Father), full of
grace and truth.
[Copyright

by Thomas

Nelson

&

Son.i

Daily Food:
M. John 1 : I - I 8 . T. Isa.
11:1-10. W. Heb. 2:9-18. T. Phil. 2:1-11.
F. I. John 1. S. John 8:12-20. S. John
17:1-11.

The first lesson of the new year should
be devoted largely to an introduction into
John's Gospel from which the lessons of
the first six months are taken.
Study, first, the author, John:
His
father, Zebedee, was a fisherman, who
owned a boat and employed helpers, hence
must have been in comfortable circumstances. H i s mother, Salome, was one of
the women who ministered to Jesus. (Mark
15:40; 16:1.) John and his brother
James were among the early disciples.
They were born at Bethsaida (house of
fish) near the mouth of the upper Jordan
at the north end of the Sea of Galilee.
John was born about the time of Jesus'
birth, perhaps a little later. H e was the
last of the apostles, so tradition states, to
die, and lived practically throughout the
entire first Christian century. H i s home,
i n . h i s later life, was at Ephesus, and he
must have ministered to the "seven
churches of Asia." H e is credited with
five New Testament
books—Revelations
and three Epistles, besides this gospel.
H e was the beloved disciple; but how
could Jesus have loved a man without
great depth of soul and strength of character. H e and his brother James, the first
Christian martyr, were designated "sons
of thunder."' I suppose they became tremendously aroused at the sight of injustice
but John's fellowship with Jesus taught
him Christian self-control.
"His natural
vehemence, chastened by grace, became an
element of strength and glory."
The Gospel of John was written in
Greek, probably at Ephesus late in the century. This gospel is to be distinguished
from the other three known as the synoptic gospels. They present a "general
view" of the life and works of J e s u s and
were written much earlier. This may be
one reason why John mentions numerous
incidents omitted by this rest. But the
great concern of John's gospel is to set
forth the true nature and mission of Jesus,
in view of certain errors and question• ings which had arisen among the early
Christians. H i s theme is Jesus the physical expression of God, voluntarily coming to earth in human form to show the
true way of life and to redeem the world
from sin.
One industrious student has tried to
show the real burden of this gospel by
showing that the name Jesus appears 242
times—much oftener than in any other
gospel. By the use of additional names
such as "the Son," "the Life," "the Lamb
of God," the author makes, all told, 333
direct personal references t o Jesus, "the
Word."
H e claims for Jesus in this gospel as
President Mark Hopkins; that Jesus
claims to be a perfect teacher; a model
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1:1-11. F . Matt. 17:1-13. S. John 3:2336. S. I. Peter 1:13-21.
When?
John Baptist began to preach
Summer of A. D. 20; baptized Jesus January, A. D. 2 7 ; temptation January and
February.
Where?
T h e wilderness of J u d e a ; baptism of Jesus at Bethabara on the east
bank of the Jordan.
Introduction.
It must be borne in mind
that the people to whom John wrote were
Christians. They needed to be set straight
concerning certain matters. John doubtless preached the things found in his gospel many times before committing them
to writing. T h e story of Jesus' birth,
childhood and early life was well known
among believers. Repetition at this point
was useless. It was not the human Jesus
as -much as the divine Jesus that he
sought to hold up. After the marvelous
prologue he launches at once into an incident which affords testimony from at
least two witnesses—John
Baptist and t h e
Holy Spirit.
John the Baptist realized his mission—
that of "preparing the way" for Jesus—
the King. Good roads are rare in the
Orient. T o this day the chief highways
are repaired, rebuilt, upon the approach of
royalty or some great personage. T h e
Turkish government took much pains to
put the worn out, washed, macadem roads
in good repair for the coming of Emperor
William of Germany on his visit some
years ago to the Holy Land.
So the moral highways were out of repair when Jesus came. John's preaching
naturally led people to ask "What's u p ? "
"Who's coming?" Then, as now, there
were valleys to be filled up. T h e mountains of arrogancy, pride and selfishness
must be brought low. Crooked places, a
plenty, to be made straight before Jesus
can have his way and rule in our hearts.
Rough places, ill-temper, snarling impatience—these are "foxes that spoil the
WORD STUDIES.
"The darkness
apprevines, flies in the precious ointment, spots
hended it not."—did not admit the light,
in our feasts of charity that m a r the beauty
did not suffer the light to reveal sin. T h e
of holiness."
Baptist was not the light, but is one of the
John preached the need of repentance,
numerous witnesses introduced by John
confession, change of conduct and a public
—this gospel to prove his case—the diprofession through baptism
before the
vinity of Jesus. His own, the Jews. The
new king could get complete control of
right to become children of God implies
people's hearts. H e was a forerunner,
the "power" to do so. To believe on his
name is a possible, necessary act of the like the fleet-footed official announcer who
precedes the equipages of wealth or nosoul—"choosing God, accepting him as
bility in the crowded oriental streets,
Teacher, Savior and King."
commanding the jostling crowd to open
Born, made new. Not of. blood, not
•' >\£
saved by any process of religious in- the way.
Great crowds flocked to his preaching.
heritance, Jewish birth, for instance, nor
Mixed motives moved them no doubt.
the will of the flesh, by their own acts,
But, pharisees, soldiers, publicans—all
nor by the will of man; no one can save
were taught the way of righteousness and
another by wishing it, or willing it nor
came to be baptized—to undergo the^ pubeven by praying for .it. Christianity is
lic ordeal which was a sign of their reexceedingly democratic. All men look
alike before God—the rich and poor, _ the nunciation of their sin and of their faith
in the coming of the King, the Restorer,
high and the low, those having religious
the Savior, the Redeemer, the Messiah.
parents and those of godless ancestry.
John refused to claim the honors of the
All are responsible for the light they
Messiah for himself. H e witnessed to
possess. All have need of the atoneJesus as the Son of God. All history conment.
firms the correctness of John's testimony.
Christianity has dealt out material and
Wesson 2. January 12.—Jesus and John the
spiritual blessings with a generous hand
Baptist. John 1:25-34. Golden Text: Behold the
these 1900 years wherever her course h a s
L,amb of God, that taketh away the sin of the
not been restrained by sinful or designing
world. John 1:20.
men or by the blindness and unbelief of
Study John 1:19-34.
the world.
25 And they asked him, and said unto him,
H e sets forth Jesus as a Savior—as the
Why then baptizest thou, if thou art not the
Lamb of God. T h e lamb was a symbol
Christ, neither Elijah, neither the prophet? 26
John answered them, saying, I baptize in water:
of deliverance. Jesus was "led as a lamb
in the midst of you standeth one whom ye know
to the slaughter;" the lamb was innot, 27 even he that cometh after me, the latchet
of whose shoe I am not worthy to unloose. 28
separably associated with the Jewish naThese things were done in Bethany beyond the
tional feast, the Passover; the daily sacJordan, where John was baptizing.
rifice of a lamb was part of the regular
29 On the morrow he seeth Jesus coming unto
familiar temple service. H i s mixed auhim, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, that
taketh away the sin of the world! 30 This is
diences were familiar with this figure.
he of whom I said, After me cometh a man who
John testifies t o the appearance of the
is become before m e : for he was before me.
Holy Spirit in form of a dove. A miracu31 And I knew him not; but that he should be
made manifest to Israel, for this cause came I
lous occurrence.
Beautiful symbol, too.
baptizing in water. 32 And John bare witness,
saying, I have beheld the Spirit descending _ as For the dove is a type of all the gentle
a dove out of heaven; and it abode upon him.
graces of the Christian life. Luke men33 And I knew him not: but he that sent me to
tions also in this connection, t h e fire—
baptize in water, he said unto me, Upon whomsymbol of purification, warmth,
energy,
soever thou shaft see the Spirit descending, t and
adiding upon him, the same is he that baptizeth
enthusiasm, and of light, revealing sin.
in the Holy Spirit. 34 And I have seen, and
Do not miss the lessons of John's rughave borne witness that this is the Son of God.
ged outdoor life and manner; the value
[Copyright by Thomas Nelson & Son.i
of solitary contemplation; the beautiful
Daily Food:
M. John 1 :i9-34. T. Isa. humility of this great preacher who could
yield gracefully to his younger cousin.
40:1-10. W . Matt. 11:7-15. T- Mark

m a n ; a sinless being; capable of working
miracles; worthy to be loved and obeyed;
the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy;
that he will rise from the dead and judge
the world.
T h e method of the book is t o prove by
signs and witnesses that Jesus' claims are
well founded. Study the various signs
(wonders) performed by Jesus and cited
by John. John himself bears witness. H e
records the witness of the Baptist, of the
Holy Spirit, and of others.
T h e prologue, the fore-word, the preface of the gospel, constitutes this first
lesson.
Point out the similarity to the opening
passage of Genesis; also the differences.
This is a newer, larger, fresher glimpse
into the mystery of God. Do not becloud
the scholar's mind with an attempt to be
profound. T h e simplest statement of the
great mystery .is best: God and sinful
man were so far apart, so unlike each
other. So he sent Jesus to show us t h e
best picture of God. H e is the Word, that
is, the very essence of God, in that, he is
just and loving and merciful and kind as
God is. H e came to give us life—1. T o
show us how to live. 2. T o put spiritual
energy, motive (life) into us. 3. T o provide, through the atonement for our endless life, eternal life. H e came to give
light—to reveal sin, t o show us the way
to walk, to impart life, to heal, to counteract disease—the disease of sin.
Do not lose sight of the greater truth,
the unity of God, in trying to set forth
the doctrine of the trinity. Leave the matter of explaining
and harmonizing
the
doctrines of the unity and the trinity with
the theologians. They think they can do
it. And we have not the time. Keep to
the' juicy meat—the precious truth that
God sent us Jesus to save us from our
sin and the Holy Spirit to guide us and
to comfort us.
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PUBLISHERS' NOTICE.

VISITOR.

(Continued from page 5.)

that the blessing p'ours into our souls the
most and our heathen hearers are touched the most when we hold up J E S U S ,
crucified, risen, ascended to glory and
coming again. Praise God !
It has been many months that we have
not attempted writing for the VISITOR. It
is not that we have forgotten our many
4. If you do not receive the VISITOR
friends to whom these lines shall come.
within ten days from date of issue, write
Our silence has been due largely to much
us at once and we will send the number
called for.
sickness with fever, etc., and the physical
T o THE POOR,—who are unable to pay,
weakness that followed. W e were indeed
we send the paper free on the recommen- very near the "Border Land" at times, but
dation of others or upon their individual
Father saw fit to spare us yet awhile to
requests. Individual requests must be renewed every six months as a matter of
the world to labor for him and precious
good faith.
souls. F o r this we praise him, and we
To
CORRESPONDENTS:—1. Articles
for
praise him for manifesting his power in
publication should be written on one side
our mortal flesh.
of the paper only. Write all business letters on separate sheets.
When it seemed such a little way across
2. Communications
without the auinto the glory world I felt that for me it
thor's name will receive no recognition.
would be "far better" to depart and be
3. Communications
for
the
VISITOR
with Jesus, but there was still a desire to
should be sent in at least ten days before
recover and live for the sake of others who
date of issue.
Send money by Post-oKce Money Order, need our help.
I felt that nothing could prevent my
Registered Letter, or Bank Draft, to G.
Detwiler, 36 N. Cameron St.,
Harrisburg, entrance of the pearly gates, not through
Pa. Canadian Currency is discounted
with
anything good that I had done, but, oh,
us.
how precious the blood of Jesus was at
that time! I could see no merit of mine,
Harrisburg, Pa. Dec. 16, 1907.
but Jesus.
Oh, hallelujah! Through his
atonement our souls are secure.
OUR B I B L E O F F E R
After months of absence from the station where we labor we were again perW e are able to offer our subscribers a
mitted to return. Bro. Martin was first
good C O M B I N A T I O N B I B L E with the called home to the station on account of
EVANGELICAL VISITOR at a small cost. F o r
cholera having broken out among the girls
$3.25 ( I N D E X F I F T Y CENTS E X T R A ) we will
in the Orphanage. There were but t w o
send the Bible prepaid to any address in
cases, but they were very serious ones,
the United States or Canada, and the
one proving fatal. T h e second girl seemEVANGELICAL VISITOR for one year.
This
ed to be dying. H e r pulse was very low,
offer holds good for renewals as well as
but when the weakest she began to pray
new subscribers.
and take hold of God for her restoration;
; T h e special feature of this Bible is that and others, too, had been and were prayit gives the AUTHORIZED and REVISED VERing, and from that time she began to
SION of the Bible in one volume, without
increasing Size or Weight, or Diminishing
mend. She made such a consecration to
Size of^ type. I t is a Self-ptonouncing live for God, and we ask you to pray for
Teacher's Bible which, without omitting
a feature or disturbing the Text, points out her that she may be kept true to him.
W e believe he will use her t o his glory.
all the words and passages wherein the
two versions differ, giving the Revised
W e are sure that the awful plague of
Version of each at foot of page, together
cholera was stopped from making further
with
havoc in direct answer to prayer.
A Very Full Concordance,
containing
During our absence there were two
over 40,000 References; History and Summary of the Books of the Bible;
Historical, other deaths at the station we occupy, and
Chronological
Tables; New Subject
index as we drove in we saw three new
to the Bible; a Dictionary
of Scripture
mounds in the cemetery, which had no
proper Names, with their
Pronunciation
and meaning; Tables of Miracles,
Parables, graves as yet when we left, and we missed the faces of the departed.
etc.
Our precious Ratna was one of these.
T h e binding is E x t r a French Seal, Divinity Circuit, Round Corners, Red under
H e r name means, jewel, and a jewel she
Gold Edges, Flexible Back, L E A T H E R
was; one of our most promising young
LINED.
Bible women. She used to preach in the
Address EVANGELICAL VISITOR,
villages, telling of Jesus' love with tears
36 N . Cameron St., Harrisburg, P a .
rolling down her cheeks. I t seems Father
had need of this bright jewel, and we
T h e more we fear crosses, the more reasay; " T h y will be done."
son have we to think that we-need them.
Just the Sunday before her death, she,
Let us not be discouraged when the hand
with others, was out to a village to hold a
of God layeth heavy woes upon us. W e
ought to judge of the violence of our dismeeting, and as they came home they were
ease by the violence of t h e remedies
speaking about there being no graves in
which our spiritual Physician prescribes for
us. I t is a great argument for our own the cemetery and wondered w h o would
wretchedness and of God's mercy, that,
be the first to be buried there. Ratna said,
notwithstanding the difficulty of our r e " P e r h a p s ' I will be first," and truly by the
covery, he vouchsafes to undertake our
next
Sunday evening there was her
cure. Let us then draw from our very
newly-made grave. She was such a sunafflictions a source of love, of comfort and
trust in God, saying with his Apostle:
beam, and when she died a man who has
" O u r light affliction, which is but for a mo- worked a great deal on the Mission premment, worketh for us a far more exceeding
ises said, " W h a t ! I s that girl dead whom
and eternal weight of glory." "Blessed are
I never saw a n g r y ? "
A n d so even t h e
they that mourn and sow in tears, because
they shall reap with j o y t h e harvest of
heathen had observed her consistent life.
eternal glory."—Fenelon.
Praise God, she is safe. W h e n dying her

To SUBSCRIBERS:—1. Our terms are cash
in advance.
2. When writing to have y o j r address
changed, be sure to give both old and new
address.
3. T h e date on the printed label will
show to subscribers when their subscription expires.
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last words were, "Kona bhoy nai" (there
is no fear).
Our hearts are encouraged in the work.
God is signally blessing and we praise
him.
A number of children were admitted
•into the Orphanage this year, some for
school privileges and some admitted as
inmates in the Orphanage, two of whom
were small'babies. One of the latter was
in a very bad condition when she came
and soon died.
House to house visitation, village preaching and several Sunday-schools are going
on with interest. It is inspiring to hear
these little children in the villages singing the praises of God. They not only
sing them in the Sunday-school, but the
people bear witness that they sing them
at other times, and likely in their homes.
W e could write much more, but do not
wish to weary you, but ask your prayers
for God's continued blessing, and that
souls may be saved from heathenism and
sin.
Yours for Jesus' sake,
JOSIAH H . AND RHODA Z. MARTIN.

Oct. 23, 1907.
Manbhum
Dist.

REPORTS O F FUNDS.
Fire Aid Fund.
Losses during 1907.
March 23, 1907. Paid Bro. John Lexow,
of Kansas, $25, for loss of haystack by fire;
supposed t o have been set on fire by boys.
April 11, 1907. Paid Bro. Solomon
Baum, Ohio, $7, for damage to barn by
lightning.
June 19, 1907. Paid Bro. John Snyder,
of Clinton county, Pa., $1,577.25 for loss
by fire of barn and contents. Cause of fire
supposed to have been incendiary.
August 1, 1907. Paid Abram Wingert,
of Franklin county, Pa., $3.50, for damage
to barn by lightning.
August 9, 1907.. Paid Bro. Andrew
Stoner, of Bedford county, Pa., $700 for
loss of barn through lightning, also Irwin
Stoner for contents in said barn $394, also
Herman Stoner for contents in the same
$40.
August 9, 1907. Paid S. H . Wenger
$1.10 for small loss by coal oil.
June 3, 1907. Paid Bro. J. E. Wolgemuth, of Lancaster county, Pa., $35.14 for
damage to barn by lightning.
Paid Secretary, salary for one year, $35.
Total of loss and expense for the year
1007,
$2,817 99
Distributing Committee,
H . B. MUSSER, T r e a s .
M. S. SEACHRIST.
B. H . NISSLEY.

B. O. MussER, Secretary.
P h i l a d e l p h i a M i s s i o n Building 1 F u n d .
Jno. Case, Ont., $ 2 ; Rheems, Pa., $ 1 ;
Wm. P . Kern, Okla., $ 6 ; H . H . Garwick,
la., $ 1 ; W . L. Kreider, Pa., $10; Anna
Myers, Pa., $ 5 ; B. J. Winger, $ 1 ; J. L.
Snoke, for North Franklin, Pa., $31.50;
Alice Shank, Pa., $ 3 ; W m . Burtch, Ont.,
$5; a brother, Glendale, Ariz., $10; Angeline Snyder, Ont., $ 2 : a sister, Mowersville,
Pa., $ 5 ; a sister, Elizabethtown, Pa., $ 5 ;
a brother, Harrisburg, Pa.. $ 5 ; D. L. Kipe,
Pa., $ 7 ; Mrs. Sprang, Phila., $ 2 ; J. L.
Snoke, Chambersburg, Pa., $4; Aaron Martin, Jr., Elizabethtown, Pa., $ 5 ; H . G.
Miller, Martinsburg, Pa., $11; Peter Disher,
Ont., 50 cents.
PETER STOVER AND W I F E .

Editor's Note. In the report for October
J. H . Eshelman was credited with $29. H e
writes that it should have been credited t o
Belle Springs building district. W e suspect there are a few cases of a similar
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nature in this report. W e have attached
North Franklin to Bro. J. L. Snoke's contribution, inferring the district gave it.

Report for November, 1907.
Balance on hand,

$2 10

RECEIPTS.

Philadelphia, Pa., $34; Henry Schnider,
Mich., $10; Abilene, Kans., $2; a sister,
Clayton, O., $5; Bro. and Sr. Zook, $ 1 ;
Shippensburg, Pa., 75 cents.
EXPENSES.

For poor, $10; funeral expenses, $40.
Allen, Pa., 1 box clothing; Elizabethtown, Pa., 1 box clothing; Clarence Center,
N. Y., 1 box clothing; Perkasie, Pa., 1 box
clothing.
PETER STOVER AND W I F E .

Second

St., Phila.,

Pa.

Buffalo M i s s i o n .
Report for month of November.
Balance on hand,
DONATIONS

$25 50
RECEIVED.

Wainfleet Sunday-school, $9; George
Galloway, $ 1 ; Abram H. Martin, $5; Sr.
Daniel Climenhaga, $ 1 ; Christianna Beam,
$ 1 ; Henry Schnider, Jr., $5; Margaret
Carver, $3.
EXPENSES.

Gasoline and oil, $1.60; freight'and carting $2.60; household and sundry expenses,
$ 3 ; groceries, etc., $12.80.
Balance on hand,
$30 50
PROVISIONS

came in far exceeded our highest expectations. It is so encouraging to realize that
the dear saints are thoughtful of unworthy
servants, and the glorious work of the

Lord.

Philadelphia Mission.

3423 North

VISITOR.

DONATED.

Sr. Mary Blake, "Thanksgiving dinner;"
Bro. and Sr. D. V. Heise, butter, chicken,
vegetables, etc.; Daniel Climenhaga, 2
baskets provisions; Josiah Bosler and
brethren of Canton, Ohio, 4 bbls. potatoes,
apples, vegetables,,etc.
We thank God and pray his blessing to
rest upon all who have again so liberally
supplied the temporal needs of the Mission.
T h e Lord also continues to give spiritual
blessing. We thank him for open doors
and the opportunity to spread the gospel.
At present we are having German meeting on Monday evening. While it is a cottage meeting,, the spirit of it is evangelistic,
because the object in view is to reach those
who are yet out of Christ. Some are
showing, signs of conviction and we hope
and pray to see them saved.
Please continue to pray for us.
Your brother and sister in Christ,
GEO. AND E F F I E W H I S L E R .

25 Haioley St., Buffalo, N. Y.
Des Moines Mission.
Report for the month of November, ending
with December 2, 1907.
DONATIONS. '

Collections at Mission, Des Moines, la.,
$ 5 ; Anna Byer, Hamlin, Kans., $2; Milton
Byer, Hamlin, Kans., $ 1 ; Archie Byer,
Hamlin, Kans., $ 1 ; May Trump, Polo,
111., $ 1 ; Jno. Landis, Acme, Kans., $5;
H a r r y Engle, Acme, Kans., $5; Bethany
Sunday-school, Thomas,
Okla., $8.28;
H e n r y Schneider, Burton, Mich., $5; F.
Lagrange, Des Moines, la., $5; Andrew
and Lydia Sider, Stevensville, Ont., $ 5 ;
Belle Springs, Kans., Thanksgiving offering, $16.57; Fairview, O., Thanksgiving
offering, $12. Total, $72.05.
EXPENSES.

For gas, $2; for groceries and other eatables and fuel, $32; for incidentals, $3;
for papering Mission, etc., $2; total, $39.
Balance due Mission, November 1, 1907,
$27.
Balance in favor of Mission December 2,
1907, $6.45.
W e all join in singing, "Praise God
from whom all blessings flow, etc.," tor
being so bountifully remembered during
this month, both for temporal and spiritual blessings. The liberal donations that

Our report is "victory" in the conquering name of Jesus. Just recently a young
man, formerly of Holland, Europe, was
won to the love and liberty of the Lord
Jesus Christ and gave clear evidence of the
joys of pardon
and regeneration. H e
says, he means to follow Jesus all the way.
H e is going home to visit his friends in
Holland, and intends to return in early
Spring. W e think he is a serious and
promising young man. Unite with us in
prayer for him. His name is D. Bauma.
Yesterday afternoon (Sunday, December
1), Jno. Dingman, formerly of Beecher,
111., a man given to drink for some years,
came forward to the penitent form and
fully surrendered to God. H e was first met
in prison (put there for drunkenness) by
Bro. D. W . Weigle, one of our number,
who has charge of the prison work, and
there promised to give his heart to God,
taking the address of Bro. Weigle. H e
came to see him on last Sunday on his release from prison. H e is married and his
wife lives in Illinois. H e has a good
Christian mother over eighty years of age
who, he says, has been praying for him all
these years. God bless the good old Christian mothers that can prevail with God in
prayer! This poor man now intends, to
write the good news of his return to God,
to his dear, wife, and also to his sainted
mother. O, what a rejoicing there will be
to hear of the prodigal's return!
Does gospel work pay? It is the best
thing we can d o ; and the best investment
we can possibly make to support it.
W e had the pleasure of the presence and
good influence of Bros. W . Winger, and
John Nye, also Sr. Lizzie Nye and Delia
Winger, of Stevensville, Ont. They stopped with us over Sunday on their way to
California, where they have gone to spend
the Winter. Bro. Linkey, of Ohio, is
visiting friends here now. W e enjoy his
spirituality.
We are so glad for the peace, unity and
co-operation of the workers and saints of
this place at this time, and God is signally
blessing the work.
W e fail when we try to express our
highest appreciation of the bountiful offerings . made to the Mission during the
past month. W e pray heaven's choicest
blessing upon you all, knowing that God is
not forgetful of your good and self-sacrificial work. W e continue to crave your
earnest prayers for ourselves and the work
of the Lord at this place.
W e held a thanksgiving service on November 28, in response to the request of the
chief executive of our republic, and we are
delighted to say that a goodly number met
in God's house where prayer and praise
were offered by the congregation. At the
close a free-will offering was taken up for
the poor. W e have a Poor fund. Bro. D.
Weigle, of this city, is treasurer.'
Mother Jones, a Scotch lady, ninety-four
years of age, was baptized about six years
ago. She is very poor and needs constant
help. She is very frail and walks quite
stooped,' but lives in a little cottage all
alone, but is not afraid, for she declares
firmly that God -is with her. W e also have
a colored brother, by the name of Gains,
who is very poor in this world's good, but
rich toward God. H e also is a worthy recipient of our charities.
So we have many opportunities to help
the poor. Sometimes families would love
to attend our meetings but live too far
away to walk, and are not able to pay their
car fare.
Any one feeling impressed to help on
this line, send the donations to Bro. D.
Weigle, of this city.
T h e Lord bless all the dear readers of the
EVANGELICAL VISITOR, for Jesus' sake.

Yours in the love of God,
J. R. AND A N N A

ZOOK.

In order to do anything in this world
that is worth doing we must not stand
shivering on the bank, and thinking of
the cold and the danger, but jump in and
scramble through as well as we can.

13
Toronto Mission.

The first steps towards establishing
a Brethren in Christ Mission in Toronto, Ont., in a building which is
the property of the church, have been
taken. The building has been started
by Bro. and Sr. Hoover with confidence
in God that he will move many of his
children to contribute towards the expense of the building. Bro. Hoover
writes under date of December 2, that
he is going on with the building and
has it nearly enclosed. But if contributions stop coming in he will have
to stop, as he does not propose to go
into debt. He says, "I feel it would
not be right, especially when it is only
a few hundred dollars. When it is
only a small Mission house I think
all should be paid up before "dedication takes place." He further expresses his thankfulness to those who
have'already contributed and expresses his hope that many others will
not delay and contribute so as to have
a share in the Toronto Mission church,
the first city Mission church house we
have in Canada. All contributions
should be sent to J. W. Hoover, 51
Edwin street, Toronto, Ont.
The following is a list of contributions, with the names of the contributors, received up to December 2.
J. W. Hoover, $ 5 0 - Harriet Hoover, -30;
D. W. Heise, $25; T. H. Doner, $5; Elder
H. R. Heise, $10; D. J. H o m e r , $ 1 ; a
friend, $ 1 ; Albert Baker, $ 5 ; J. B. Cover,
$2; Abm. Heise, $5; Peter Steckley, $10;
Levi Heise, $ 5 ; Elder Chas. Baker, $10.

Bro. James Doust, of Toronto, and
the brethren D. W. Heise, Abm.
Heise, Reuben Heise, who also gave
some nails, Levi Heise, Geo. Hilts and
Peter Steckley donated some work at
the building. Following we give a
copy of the appeal of the Committee
for help to the Brotherhood.
To All Whom it May Concern:
Whereas, it hath pleased a kind
Providence to open the way for the
establishment of a Mission under the
auspices of the Brethren in Christ
Church at No. 88 Emerson avenue, in
the city of Toronto, Ontario; and,
Whereas, a building for immediate
requirements is already in process of
construction; and,
Whereas, the Committee who have
-charge of the work feel that perhaps
there may be those who have an interest in the Lord's cause and the salvation of lost souls, that might desire
to have a part in this movement by
contributing of their means, as the
Lord may direct. Therefore, the said
Committee are taking this means of
(Concluded on page 16.)
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them, kindly inform us at once.
Those who have not yet ordered
should do so at once. Of course
there are calendars a-plenty that you
get free, but some of them are hardly suitable to hang-up in a Christian's
room. Here you have a text of scripture for each day, something to encourage you on your life's journey to
glory.
Special meetings are being held at
Fairland, Lebanon county, Pa., commencing on the 15th inst. Bro. H.
O. Musser, of Lancaster county, is
expected to labor in the ministry during the special effort. May the
blessing of the Lord attend.
Two suitable books to present to
the children for Christmas are "The
Sweetest Story Ever Told," and
"Young People's Life of Christ."
The price is one dollar free to any
address. We will be glad to fill your
order.
Messiah. Home Orphanage, Harrisburg, Pa.

Greeting: We are somewhat inclined to hesitate to come forward
with a plea in behalf of the Messiah
Home Orphanage School, but since
our hearts were so encouraged by the
response to the last plea about a year
and a half ago, which amounted to
more than what was needed for that
year to the extent that we could defer coming forward with another plea
until now. From what we saw and
heard at last Conference, as well as
since, of those who were present at
Conference, and on other occasions,
and had an opportunity to get a
glimpse of the school work here at
the Orphanage, we are inclined to
think that there are many who were
deeply impressed with the nature of
the school work and the results. We
hesitate to refer to the school work,
since it might be inferred that we do
it boastingly, but we assure you that
God shall have all the glory, honor
and praise.
We would therefore kindly state
that about $250.00 is needed to complete the school work for the year ending June, 1908, and instead of presenting our views as to what you
should be actuated to give towards
this worthy cause, we will do as heretofore, commend it to your consideration in the name of the Lord, believing that the Holy Spirit and yourself will do the rest, and you shall

VISITOR.

have the reward of him who keeps the
final account.
Individually, I will state, that under
Art. 34, Section 4, page 30, Conference
Minutes of 1907, there was a general
shortage in my favor of $275.00 and
Conference ordered that an immediate
effort should be made to raise the
amount through the Brotherhood. I
would kindly report that so far the
amount falls over $200.00 short of relief which has been an individual matter for me.
In Christian love,
S. R.

SMITH,

• Secretary and Treasurer,
Mess. Home Orphanage.
Harrisburg, Pa., Dec, 1907.
Wanted: A Matron for the Messiah
Home Orphanage.

To Whom This May Concern,
Greeting:
Since Sister Hannah
Baker, matron of the Messiah Home
Orphanage, contemplates leaving the
Messiah Home Orphanage work for
the Foreign Mission field in the near
future, the Board of Managers hereby makes an appeal for a sister to
take her place at the Orphanage.
It appears that some hesitate to offer themselves, thinking they would
not be capable for the work. In answer to this, be it herewith understood that it is not the classical education that is required, which however
is all right in its place, but someone
who has a practical knowledge of
housekeeping, and at the same time
has the tact and ability of control and
discipline over the children.
The work at the Orphanage is nicely arranged and assigned to the children whatever they are able to do,
but yet it needs someone to preside.
Is there not some sister who will at
once come forward to the relief? Address either one of the Board of Managers: Aaron Martin, Elizabethtown, Pa.; J. M. Wolgemuth, Elizabethtown, Pa.; A. B. Musser, Harrisburg, Pa.; H. A. Garman, Harrisburg, Pa.; S. R. Smith, Harrisburg, Pa.
•• •
The Hymaal Fund.

To Whom This May Concern,
Greeting: Since my report at last
Conference, I did very little by way of
soliciting to the Church Hymnal
Fund, not knowing what to do in the
matter since there seems to have been
some difference of opinion as to the
kind of notes to be used, notwithstanding the decision of Conference, but of
late I have been questioned about
the matter and urged to proceed to

[December 16, 1907.

get the Hymnal Fund in proper shape
since the Hymnal Committee is considering the advisability of proceeding with the publication in the near
future.
I will here state that I reported to
General Conference, amount subscribed and paid in about $2,200.00,
which was then considered several
hundred dollars short of what the
Committee should have secured before
they could proceed. I have at present
$470.00 money paid in and the balance
in notes payable on demand. I will
kindly ask that those who gave their
notes will please forward the amount
of their subscription not later than
January 1, 1908. I will hereby vouchsafe for the return of all money paid
to me in case the Committee should
not use it for publication, as I have an
individual record of moneys paid. It
is important now that another effort
should be made to secure the proper
amount—four hundred dollars which
is heeded—together with that which
has been subscribed and paid before
the Committee can proceed with the
publication. The books will cost
considerable more when completed,
but as the books will be sold at an advance of the actual cost, the money
will all be returned again together
with what pro rata earnings may have
accumulated.
It seems that some still think the
shaped notes should be used, as decided at Conference, where only a partial vote was taken. We are sometimes impressed to act according to
our surroundings, and after considering the condition in general, we find
that we are wrong. This was my
case at Conference. I advocated the
shaped notes and I have since concluded by taking a look at the church
at large that it would be a mistake. I
for my part have no say in the matter, but I can sympathize with the
Committee, who were supposed before
last Conference to do what they
thought best by way of publishing a
Hymnal and the note question would
have been a matter for them to decide,
and therefore they did not consider
that the note question should arise in
last Conference where the matter was
not considered by the Districts and
delegates instructed.
In looking at the matter fair and
square, it seems that there are proportionately few of the older brethren
who would prefer the shaped notes
and as this Hymnal should be a book
not only for a few years but for the
coming generations, would it not be
best to issue something that would
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supply the coming needs of the
Church?
However, it is in the hands of the
Committee wherein I have no jurisdiction whatever. I only appeal in the
name of the Lord that the work may
prosper and the cause of saving souls
may not be hindered.
I will again say that those who
loan money to the Church Hymnal
Fund will only loan itwithout interest,
specified to be paid back as soon as
the books are sold, together with what
proceeds may accumulate from the
sales over and above cost and will
further say that the money certainly
is secured as the books will be a good
investment. We have the assurance
of the Committee that the work will
be a suitable one for ours as well as
for other churches who would prefer
round notes, and will no doubt meet the
required needs for a number of years.
I would therefore kindly plead with
the church at large to come forward at once with the needed help.
The Publication Committee certainly
should not be made to assume the publication expenses after giving their
time and labor gratis.
I hope therefore that some at least
will come forward in a practical way
to help raise the amount needed so
that the work may not be hindered.
In Christian love,
-B. MTJSSER,

Treasurer.
From Bro. Elliott.
RICHMOND HILL., O N T . ,

Dec. 3, 1907.
Dear Brother, Greeting: In your
editorial of December 1, I fear, from
your remarks, that a wrong impression has been taken from my late article re "Bible School." If any one
runs off with the idea that I am opposed to a good, liberal education he
is much mistaken. I did not say so,
but I did strongly protest against the
present move as outlined in said article. I agree with what you say as
to it having been a hindrance to our
church's success that our ministers
have been so poorly equipped in the
way of education. There have been
other hindrances fully as large, or
larger, that blocked the way of the
ministry to use to advantage what
learning and talents they did possess, and which, unless removed, (or
at least reduced) will seriously handicap future progress. To elect ministers to the solemn and awful responsibilities of their office, and charge
them at their ordination how faithfully they should perform their every
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duty, to be instant in season as well
as out of it, etc., etc., and then turn
them loose to sink or swim, seems
strange indeed. If he is healthy and
wealthy so much the better; if otherwise, its his own affair. The church
has elected him, and defined his duties
and what more can she do ? As I intend to write (if spared) an article
"Twenty-five Years in the Gospel
Ministry" later on, I will leave this at
present. Returning to the question of
education you say it "was a pity Bro.
Elliott was deprived of a liberal education." Yes, a thousand pities, my
heart replies. That lack has condemned me to a life of hard manual labor
for which I was not physically fitted,
and through which I must suffer while
life shall last. I was turned loose
when a small boy among strangers to
make my own living, and if I were to
write the history of those days ior the
VISITOR there would be many eyes
filled with tears. I had very little
schooling, but a dreadful thirst for
knowledge. I was a very rapid
reader, and I gobbled up all the books
I could lay my hands on, good, bad
and indifferent. Had I had access to
good solid reading, I should have read
no other. I never owned a dictionary
in my life, and I have worked it all
out by analysis so far. I never had
money to buy books, and now at the
age of fifty-five I doubt if all the books
I have would bring five dollars. One
more thought strikes me and that is
this, if I had received the "liberal
education" you spoke of, would I tonight be writing this letter? Where
are all the well educated sons and
daughters of the Brethren brought up
in the bosom of the Church? Echo
answers, Where?
Yours,
FRED. ELLIOTT.

More About Colonization.

Dear Bro. Detwiler: I read in the
last issue of the VISITOR an article on
Colonization, and I think the idea is
a good one. There is a great deal of
good land to be had in several different localities, and in several States. I
think it a good thing to do for some
ten, twelve or fifteen families to locate in the same neighborhood and
develop the country, and build up the
church and Sabbath-school and help
one another along.
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soil, was selling for $10.00 and up, according to location and improvements.
There was a colony of eleven families
of some church people (I have forgotten their names), that had bought all
in a bunch eleven quarter sections,
and were going to move in as soon as
they could make their arrangements.
This was near the new towns of
"Midsfield," and "Blessings," in Matagorda county, Texas.
In this
county, near the new town of Blessings, I saw bananas, lemons, oranges,
figs and other fruit trees growing, and
some bearing fruit. They also grow
wheat, oats, corn, rice, cotton, potatoes, sweet potatoes and all garden
truck, and have an abundance of good
water, and not hard to get.
Another good location to move into, is the Pan Handle country of
Texas, about Dalhart, a thriving town
of some 4,000 people, and a very good
climate and rich soil, but they cannot
raise the citrus fruits that they can in
the Gulf Coast country.
For those who do not want to go
South, I will cite them to eastern
South Dakota, a splendid country for
farming and for grazing, and raising
wheat, oats, barley, corn and clover
and timothy in abundance, for I
saw it with my own eyes, and an
abundance of good water easy to get.
It does not ne~3eep~there^
When reading your article, I felt
it my duty to let the Brethren and
people know about these good countries, and felt that I ought to have you
publish it if you will. If they will
write me I will answer and tell them
all I know about these countries, and
send good literature to them, or assist
any of them in raising colonies to locate in any of these places if they are
interested.
Yours for the furtherance of the
good cause.
S. R. WOLFE.
LeziL'istown, III.
From Bro. liong.

Since my article on colonization
appeared in the VISITOR, I have received a letter from a brother which
clearly shows the disadvantages members incur by situating themselves
away from the brotherhood. The
writer says in part "as we have been
"away from the church about ten
years, and our children are growing
It was the writer's privilege to up, and I have long felt it a great
make a trip to the Gulf Coast Line, duty to go where the brethren have
Texas, along the St. Louis, Browns- a church organization, as I cannot
ville and Mexico R. R. in October, enjoy myself in the fashionable
and for fine land, climate and scenery, churches, and I don't want to raise
it surpassed anything that I had ever a family under that kind of influence."
seen. Fine land, with a good, deep
Wnen I wrote the article it was

EVANGELICAL

16

not based on imagination, for such
experiences came under my observation, and the same expressions were
made by such who ventured out by
themselves. This should be a reminder for all who love God, their
families and others. If we possess
the Spirit of the Master and the
apostles, we will be willing to forego
some of our preferences for the good
of others, and by so doing colonization can be easily arranged.
In the matter of colonization, the
first and uppermost thought should
be to honor and glorify God. And
second, the educating of our children
under the best Christian methods.
If the above is strictly adhered to
the blessing of God is an assured
fact. Reading carefully Deut. 28,
and Levit. 26, will be in order and a
sure criterion to go by.
May God guide and direct to his
own glory and the good of all, is our
wish and prayer.
T. A. LONG.
Toronto Mission.
(Continued from page 13.)

circulating subscription lists and also
publishing it in the VISITOR, SO any
who wish to assist may have an opportunity of doing so by a voluntary contribution. The object of opening this
Mission is to afford a place of public
worship where-the gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ may be held forth so that
any in this particular section as well
as other sections of the city may attend divine worship. The Committee
would request the united prayers of
God's children for the success of the
work with the ultimate object that
God's name may be glorified.
Committee:
J. W. HOOVER,

Toronto,

Ont.,

Chairman and Treasurer.
D. W. HEiSE, Gormley, Ont., Secretary.
ELDER H.

R.

Square, Ont.
Eu>ER CHAREES
Ont.

HEISE,

Victoria

BAKER,

Batteau,

JOHN HISEY, Cashtown, Ont.
It is no use praying against sin while
you are sinning against prayer.

MARRIAGES.
S U M M Y — H E I S E Y . — O n Nov. 17, 1907,
Abraham H . Summy, of near White Oak,
station, and Ada S. Heisey, of Manheim,
were united in marriage by the groom's
uncle, Elder Henry B. Hoffer, at his residence, near Mt. Joy.
E B R I G H T — L O N G — O n November 28,
1907, at the home of the bride's parents,
Elder Jacob K. Kreider officiating, Bro.
Harvey W. Ebright and Sr. Mary A. Long,
all of Fairland, Pa., were united in holy
wedlock.
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S M I T H — F O U C H . — O n November 28,
1907, Bro. Archie Smith and Miss Effie
May Fouch were united in holy wedlock
by Elder J. H . Smith, of Weilersville,
Ohio, father of the bridegroom.
F O U C H — S M I T H . — O n November 28,
1907, Mr. Arthur Fouch and Sr. Bertha
Smith, daughter of the officiating elder, J.
H. Smith, of Weilersville, Ohio, were
united in holy wedlock.

OBITUARIES.

[December 16, 1907.
RICE-—Brother Henry Rice departed
this life November 28, 1907, at his home,
near Greencastle, Pa., aged 78 years, 10
months and 5 days. H i s wife, who was a
daughter of Rev. Benjamin Myers, deceased, with eight children, three sons and
five daughters, survive him. Brother Rice
was converted and united with the church
about eight years ago in which time he
lived a consistent Christian life, and deeply regretted having put off his return to
God till so late in life. Funeral services
were held at Montgomery church on
Sunday, December 1, conducted by the
home Brethren. Text, Amos 4:12. Interment in adjoining cemetery.

OCKER.—Bro. David Ocker was born
February 24, 1836, and died November 18,
1907, aged 71 years, 8 months and 24 days.
Funeral services were held at the U. B,
churclv^-jMoiigul, Fianklin
county, Pa.,
November 20, conducted by Elder M. H .
Oberholser, Bro. Joe Burkhart and Rev.
Perry, of the U. B. church. Text, Matt.
24144. Interment in cemetery near by.

NISSLEY.—Mary
Nissley,
wife of
Jacob W. Nissley, deceased, died at the
home of her son, Abram L. Nissley, residing near Florin, Pa., on November 27,
1907, from infirmities dug to old age, aged
79 years, 5 months and 25 days. She is
survived by three sons, Martin L., of
Rheems, Clayton L- of near
Donegal
Springs^ and Abram L. of near Florin.
Deceasra was a member of the Mennonite
RUSSEL.—Annie, daughter of Andrew
church.
In her affliction she often exand Sister Caroline Russel, of Martinspressed her desire, to depart and be with
burg, Blair county, Pa., died October 27,
Christ, but was resigned to God's will.
1907, aged 12 years, 3 months and 17 days.
The funeral was held November 30, 1907,
The child was a sufferer nearly all her
life but her last affliction which was of »^ at Cross Roads church, near which she
resided for many years. Services were
dropsical nature was of short
duration,
being confined to her bed only a few days.
conducted by Revs. Jacob N. Brubaker
We believe the parents' loss is her eternal
and Peter R. Nissley, of the Mennonite
gain. Funeral service was held on Occhurch, and Bro. John M. Wolgemuth.
tober 30, conducted by the home brethren.
Interment in adjoining cemetery.
SANDS.—At Washington, D. C , Mrs.
Ida L. Sands, aged 42 years, 10 months and
28 days. She was the daughter of John
and Marie Dieter, of Valley View, Pa.
She was the first of a family of nine children to leave this world for the beyond,
leaving husband, father,
mother; four
brothers, four sisters and a host of friends
to mourn their loss, which we hope is her
eternal gain. She was everything that
could be desired of a true and faithful companion, always kind and affectionate to her
friends and neighbors, of which she had
She adhered to the M. E. Chttrehr
Funeral services were held at the Valley
View bethel of the Church of God, by the
writer. Text, Nahum 1 :i—"The Lord is
good, a stronghold in the day of trouble;
and he knoweth them that trust in him."
Interment in the Church of God cemetery.
Peace be to her ashes.
B. B. WENGER.

B R E C H B I E L — S r . Barbata S. Brechbiel. wife of Moses Brechbicl, was born
April 10, 1851, and died of inflammation
of the' bowels, at their home in Franklin
county. Pa., near Mowersville, November
20, 1907. aged 56 years, 7 months and 10
days.
Sister Brechbiel
was converted
many years ago and united with the Brethren : she was a consistent, faithful -member, always attending church and Sabbathschool when health would permit. She always gave a glowing testimony for her
Master and had the privilege of commemorating his death and suffering just a
little over four weeks before her death.
She was a kind wife, a loving mother and
loved by all who knew her. Besides her
husband, these children survive:
Flora,
Ruth. Benjamin and Ernest at home, William, near Orrstown, Mrs. Lizzie Furgeson, of Alberta. Canada. Mrs. Bollinger,
Pleasant Hall, Mrs. Nettie Hull - and
Mrs. Nannie Slater, of Illinois. . Sister
Brechbiel bore her sufferings, which at
times were very severe, with Christian fortitude and finally fell asleep in Jesus,
Funeral was held on Friday. November
22, conducted by the home Brethren, J.
Burkhart and Wm. M. Asper. Scripture
reading, Rev. 7:12-17. Text John 11:28,
last clause. Interment
in Mowersville
graveyard.
A precious one- from us has gone;
A voice we loved is stilled;
A place is vacant in our home,
Which never can be filled.
God in his wisdom has recalled
The boon his love had given,
And though the body slumbers here,
The soul is safe in heaven.

MYERS.—Sister. Elizabeth Myers was
born December i5, 1836, and died November 13, 1907, at her home near Upton,
Franklin county, Pa., aged 70 years, 10
months and 27 days. A sister and a
brother are left to mourn the loss o f ' t h e
oldest of their little family circle. She
had been a sufferer with rheumatism for
a number of years, developing into heart
weakness and dropsy, which terminated in
death. She often expressed a desire to
be healed if it was the Lord's will, nevertheless she was submissive as he thought
best H e r greatest concern was for the
good of the church and gave liberally of
her means~~Fo~-carry on the work of the
Lord at home and in foreign lands. In
her last days she prayed much and desired all Christian people to pray for a
revival of religion so that Christ's kingdom should be increased. Funeral ser.vices were held at Montgomery church
on November 15. conducted by Bro. Noah
Hess and the home Brethren. Text. I.
Cor. 15:57. Interment in cemetery adjoining the church.
SRIGLEY.—Bro. Eri Srigley was born
in the township of Scott, Ont.. on November '2, 1853. died. November 15. 1907. at
his home in Wallace township, O n t , aged
54 years and 13 days. Bro. Srigley had
been in fairly good health seemingly; had
been to town and had three teeth extracted during the day; came home well and
cheerful, ate a hearty supper, and did his
evening's work at the barn as usual, after
which he retired, and after about one hour
and a half his wife was awakened by a
noise from his throat and a trembling of
his body. She endeavored to arouse him
but found her efforts fruitless, lighted a
lamp and before she could dress the spirit
had taken its flight. T h e physician pronounced death due to heart failure. H e
was converted and joined the Brethren in
Christ church when yet a young man, and
was a consistent and active member of
the Howick congregation. _ Some twentyyears ago he was married to Sr. H a n Shupe, to which union were born
nah
three children, two daughters and one son,
who survive him. Funeral services were
conducted by Bro. John Reichard, assisted
by Bro. Linden (Mennonite). Text, Matt.
24:44, and Rev. 14:13s[x

Doubt is the vestibule which all must
pass through before they can enter into
the temple of wisdom.
An idol is whatever takes God's rightful place at the center of our lives,.

